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No 26.   6 July 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

Those with Internet access can find a wide range of Plant Protection Service outputs 

on the PPS Web site at www.spc.int/pps. 
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1. Third Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures, Rome, Italy, 2-6 Apr 2001

J. Wright

The SPC PPS plant pathologist travelled to Rome to observe at the Third Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures.  Member countries from the PPPO that attended the meeting were Australia and New Zealand.  

Meeting highlights

A new chairperson was elected: Felipe Canale, Uruguay.

Two new vice chairs were elected:  John Hedley, New Zealand and Ralph Lopian, Finland.

Standards committee

ICPM3 adopted the establishment of a Standards Committee (SC) and established a Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure for this committee.  The SC will consist of 20 members from the FAO Regions.  There will be three experts nominated to the Standards Committee from the Southwest Pacific and nominations must be submitted by December 2001. 

Adoptions of new or revised standards

The following standards have been adopted:

· Amendments to the Glossary of Phytosanitary Terms

· Pest Risk Analysis for Quarantine Pests

· Guidelines for phytosanitary certificates

· Guidelines for the notification of non-compliance and emergency action

· Glossary Supplement No. 1: Guidelines on the interpretation and application of the concept of official control for regulated pests

A copy of the report is being e-mailed to the PPPO quarantine contact points.  Countries without e-mail can contact the PPPO Secretariat for a copy: Fax (679) 382 326. The full report is also available on the Plant Protection Service Internet site at www.spc.int/pps along with other International Plant Protection Convention documents.

.

2. Fifth  International Congress of Dipterology: 29 Sep-4 Oct 2002, Brisbane, Australia. 

G. Rapp

Themes will be: 

· Morphology, Physiology and Ultrastructure

· Medical, Veterinary and Forensic Diptera

· Agricultural Diptera

· Behaviour and Ecology

· Biodiversity and Conservation

· Systematics and Phylogeny

· Genetics and Genomics

· Collections and Databases

Please contact David Merritt at dmerritt@ento.uq.edu.au if you have ideas for symposia and/or if you want to hold workshops during the congress. For further details check the website under www.uq.edu.au/entomology/dipterol/diptconf.html. 

To register interest contact:

The 51CD Congress Secretariat

Sally Brown, Conference Connections

POBOX 108, Kenmore, Queensland

Australia 4069

Ph +61 7 3201 2808

Fax +61 7 3201 2809

Email sally.brown@uq.net.au
3. Methyl-Bromide Alternatives

G. Rapp

A new Internet site under www.uneptie.org/unido/food/projects.htm opened on June 5th. It lists UNIDO demonstration projects in developing countries to evaluate methyl bromide alternatives. Most projects deal with soil fumigation but some also talk about alternatives for stored products. Some reports about specific projects can already be downloaded. The website will be updated regularly as new information becomes available. In other words, for those interested: check for new documents once a month.

4. Weed Risk Assessments

J. Wright

The Pacific Island Ecosystems at Risk (PIER) project run by the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry and funded by USDA Forest Service International Program has prepared risk assessments for incursions of various weed plant species.  These can be found at the following Internet site:

www.hear.org/pier/wra.htm
Useful information about weed species of concern to Pacific Islands can also be found on this site including surveys of various Pacific Island countries and territories.

5. New Pests established in Hawaii

J. Wright

The Hawaii Department of Agriculture has an information website called “New Pest Advisory” that  provides information on new pests and diseases that have become established in Hawaii. Information on the following pests is currently on this site: red gum lerp psyllid; black spot of papaya disease; a new ant found in hawaii; citrus leafminer; citrus blackfly; little fire ant; and sago palm scale. 

Internet site: www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/npa.htm 

6. New Disease Reports: on-line jounal from Britain

J.Wright

The British Society for Plant Pathology website hosts an online journal called New Disease Reports.   The journal is peer-reviewed. New Disease Reports has reports on: 

· New hosts for known plant pathogens 

· New races for known plant pathogens with an accepted race structure 

· New symptoms/damage for known plant pathogens that are significantly different from the norm 

· New geographical location reports for known plant pathogens 

· Significant outbreaks of known diseases 

· New disease symptoms for not yet described or partly-described plant pathogens (evidence of the presence of an organism in association with symptoms which are normally reproduced on re-inoculation of healthy hosts using Koch’s postulates where possible) provided these findings are significant e.g. an outbreak 

New Disease Reports is NOT intended to include: 

· Interception reports (pathogens intercepted on newly-imported plants or parts of plants; for defining criteria go to Instructions for Authors) 

· Taxonomic descriptions of new plant pathogens”

Three papers that will be of interest to Pacific Island readers are:

· The natural occurrence of hibiscus chlorotic ringspot virus (Carmovirus; Tombusviridae) in aibika or bele (Abelmoschus manihot) in some South Pacific Island countries. (A.A.Brunt & Nicola J. Spence)

· First Report of dasheen mosaic virus in elephant foot Yam in India  (M. K. Pandit, P. S. Nath, S. Mukhopadhyay, B.J.Devonshire & P. Jones)

· Severe stunting of Vanilla tahitensis in French Polynesia caused by cucumber mosaic virus (CMV), and the detection of the virus in V. fragrans in Reunion Island (K. Farreyrol, M.N. Pearson, M. Grisoni & F. Leclercq-Le Quillec)

Internet site: www.bspp.org.uk/ndr/
7. Integrated Pest Management resources. 
G. Rapp

Tip-off from Christina Tuitubou (SPC librarian): Database of IPM Resources (DIR) is an information retrieval and referral system and a compendium of customized directories of worldwide IPM information resources accessible through the Internet. One can quickly find the way to thousands of IPM information sites. The DIR presents these web resources in a logical, structured, and searchable way that greatly reduces the frustration and disappointment often encountered when using general search engines on the web. The DIR covers a wide array of crops, pests, control tactics, regions, organizations, and related topics in a user-friendly format. DIR's contents span most of the disciplines involved in IPM. 

Internet site: www.ippc.orst.edu/cicp/. 

8. Correction

N. Prasad

An incorrect statement was made in the Information and Extension presentation at PHALPS 14 in Nadi last month. It implied that no Pest Advisory Leaflets (PALs) were produced between 1981 and 1998. This is not correct as 24 new and revised editions were issued during this period. Information and Extension Section apologises for this inadvertent error. Visit to our website www.spc.int/pps for a complete list of PALs.

9. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

M. Kora .
Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

July

Cook Is and Niue
Mick Lloyd
Travel by Head PPS.


2 – 6
Brisbane, Australia
Jacqui Wright
Participation in meeting:

APEC Workshop to Contain Transborder Movement of Plant Pests: Diagnostics

Oct – Dec

French Polynesia
Guenther Rapp
General Emergency response plan

10. SPC Plant Protection Services Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer
Staff
Event

July - August
30/07/01 - 03/08/01
Fiji
Ema Tora-Vueti
Ema Tora-Vueti
Development of Fruit Fly Status Reports for Tonga and Samoa.

August
8 – 16
Cook Islands
Ema Tora-Vueti
Ema Tora-Vueti
Development of Fruit Fly Status Reports for Cook Islands.

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag SUVA, Fiji. Tel : (679) 370733 ext 228; email : richardv@spc.int
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