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No 27.   25 July 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

Those with Internet access can find a wide range of Plant Protection Service outputs on the PPS Web site at www.spc.int/pps. A CD version is available for those without Internet connection.
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1. SPC Plant Protection Service Internet website – on  CD

R. Vernon
The SPC PPS Internet website www.spc.int/pps  has most of our outputs, including all Pest Advisory Leaflets, Pest Alerts, PestInfo newsletters, the several documents of the International Plant Protection Convention and much more. We recognise that many do not have economical access to the Internet. Therefore twice a year we release a CD (compact disc) copy of the entire PPS website. We will be issuing the next copy in September. 

If you would like a copy of this CD, or would like to have one sent to a colleague with no electronic connectivity, please notify Makelesi Kora at makelesik@spc.int or fax +679 385 480, along with the postal address that it is to be sent to.

2. Information on pesticides under trial in the Pacific

G. Rapp

In Pestinfo 25 I had asked countries to send in information as to what pesticides are currently under trial in the South Pacific as suggested by Bill Cable in Samoa. I received only one response and that came from Sada N. Lal, Koronivia Research Station Fiji, (E-mail: plantprotect@homer.is.com.fj). Pesticides currently under test in Fiji are:

· Avid (a.i. abamectin) against mites on citrus and vegetables. Second year of tests. Promising results.

· Proclaim (a.i. emamectin) against lepidopterous larvae like diamond back moth, large cabbage moth on cabbage. It looks very effective. Tests started in 2000 and continue in 2001.

· Chess (a.i. pymetrozine) against aphids on vegetables and other crops. No full scale test yet but full evaluation intended for this year.

Samples of the above chemicals were supplied by Syngenta, New Zealand.

· Success (a.i. spinosad) against lepidopterous larvae on many crops. Tested last year on cabbages. As effective as Xentari and Delfin. Further evaluation is underway this year in Sigatoka. This is a Dow Agro product and was supplied by Venture Export.

· Confidor (a.i. imidacloprid): There had been promising results against taro beetle before and trials continue this year.. The product was bought from Bayer NZ Ltd. Also being tested against taro beetle are Suscon Blue, Chlorpyrifos and Nutrogrow. We are trying to obtain Force (tefluthrin, synthetic Pyrethroid) developed for soil insects by Syngenta to try against taro beetle.

If other plant protection officers would send in such information as well, communication between interested parties could be established that would result in the end in saved time and money.

3. Costs of chemical diamond back moth control in Fiji

G. Rapp

After heavy complaints Dupont reduced the initial price from Fiji $ 80  over Fiji $ 30 to Fiji $ 19 (VIP) / 100 ml bottle. With this heavy reduction in price, Steward can compete with the other pesticides. Some prices in Fiji are given below.

Trade Name

Active Ingredient
Retail cost /20 liter

Unit costs in Fiji $

Knapsack in Fiji $ in 7/2001


Match


Lufenuron

1.14



$ 95 / liter
Delfin


B.t. var. kurstaki
1.35



$ 54 / 400 gram

Xentari


B.t. var. aizawai

1.72



$ 86 / 500 gram

Steward

Indoxacarb

1.94



$ 19.38 / 100 mls (VIP)

(Success

Spinosad

1.80-3.601


$ 180 / liter)

1 based on Australian pricing

4. Methyl bromide update

G. Rapp

Australia is following New Zealand in its obligations under the Montreal amendment of the Montreal Protocol and has started to stop the approval of methyl bromide exports to Tonga and PNG. Export stops to FSM and Samoa may follow. This is the consequence of those countries not being part to the Copenhagen amendment of the Montreal protocol. It is the responsibility of the Environment Departments in these countries to update their country status. Practically that translates into a submission to Cabinet and a one page letter to United Nations in New York after Cabinet approval. As a direct consequence of the slow performance of these environment departments quarantine operations are at risk. I am in touch with affected countries.

5. Pacific Pest fact sheets from ADAP
Jim Hollyer, R. Vernon

The following ADAP* Pacific Pest fact sheets developed by a number of Pacific Land Grant faculty staff have been updated and are available on the following websites:  

http://www.adap.hawaii.edu/adap2/information/pubs/index.htm (scroll down to near the bottom). 

http://www.uog.edu/cals/PEOPLE/ (under the headings of ‘Insects, Agricultural Pests’, and

‘Disease, Plants’ respectively). They are in PDF format and can be downloaded free of charge.

A. Plant Insect Fact Sheets

ADAP 2000-3  Cluster Caterpillar (Spodoptera litura [Fabricius]) 

ADAP 2000-4  Coconut Rhinoceros Beetle (Oryctes rhinoceros)  

ADAP 2000-5  Coconut Scale (Aspidiotus destructor Signoret)  

ADAP 2000-6  Cowpea Aphid (Aphis craccivora Koch)  

ADAP 2000-7  Green Scale (Coccus viidis De Lotto)  

ADAP 2000-9  New Guinea Sugarcane Weevil (Rhabdoscelus obscurus 

Boisduval

ADAP 2000-8  Hemispherical Scale (Saissetia coffeae [Walker])  ISBN 

ADAP 2000-10  Melon Aphid (Aphis gossypii [Glover])  

ADAP 2000-11  Okra Leafhopper (Amrasca biguttula Ishida)  

ADAP 2000-14  Philippine Ladybettle (Epilachna viginsexpunctata 

[Boisduval]) and Cucumber Ladybettle (E. cucurbitae Richards) 

ADAP 2000-18  Striped Mealybug (Ferrisia virgata [Cockerell]) 

ADAP 2000-20  Taro Hornworm or Taro Hawkmoth (Hippotion celerio L.) 

ADAP 2000-21  Taro Root Aphid  (Patchiella reaumuri [Kaltenbach]) 

ADAP 2000-22  Taro Planthopper (Tarophagus proserpina [Kirkaldy]) 

B: Plant Disease Fact Sheets

ADAP 2000-1  Bacterial Blight of Medioka (Cassava)  

ADAP 2000-2  Bacterial Wilt 

ADAP 2000-12  Papaya Foot Rot  

ADAP 2000-13  Papaya Ringspot Virus  

ADAP 2000-15  Powdery Mildew  

ADAP 2000-16  Root Knot Nematode  

ADAP 2000-17  Southern Blight  

ADAP 2000-19  Sweet Potato Scab 

ADAP 2000-23  White Rust of Kangkong  

* ADAP: The Agricultural Development in the American Pacific project started in 1989 with support from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. It is implemented through the five US universities in  the Pacific (American Samoa Community College, College of Micronesia,  Northern Marianas College, University of Guam and the University of  Hawaii).

6. Word of Thanks

Jacqui Wright

Many thanks to those who assisted with confirmation of country records for the new versions of Pest Advisory Leaflets 2 (Banana Bunchy Top) and 7 (Cocoa Black Pod and Canker).

7. 10th Pacific Entomology Conference, Hawaii Feb 2002

Tom Culliney, D. Vernon

This event is to be held at the Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii  USA, 25-26 Feb 2002. It is sponsored by the Hawaiian Entomological Society. It has since 1991 ‘been a forum for information exchange on all aspects of entomology significant to the Pacific Basin.  Speakers have come from all over the world to present research on topics ranging from conserving threatened arthropods to cutting-edge termite control.  Join us in February 2002 for our 10th Conference. Direct proposals for symposia or requests for further information to the contact named below.’ They would like to see more representation from the other Pacific islands. For more information please contact: 
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Thomas W. Culliney, President, HES

Hawaii Dept. of Agriculture, Division of Plant Industry, 1428 South King St., 

Honolulu, HI 96814 U.S.A.

Telephone: 808-973-9528

Fax: 808-973-9533

E-mail: culliney@elele.peacesat.hawaii.edu
8. Course on collection, preparation and curating of insect specimens

G. Rapp

A course will be held at ANIC, CSIRO Entomology, Canberra in September 2002.  The course is designed to teach participants how to collect, prepare and curate entomological material to a state ready for identification. The course will comprise a series of demonstrations on these aspects as they relate to the major orders of insects and related arthropods. Specimen identification is not covered within the course. Participants are provided with opportunities to gain hands-on experience during the course. They will receive detailed handouts and material covering all aspects of the course.  The course will be presented by ANIC staff, with additional expertise as required. Sessions are arranged around the various insect orders with demonstrations given by specialist curators. The course fee is AUS$800.  For additional information and flyers contact: ANIC Collection Manager  Mr Graham Crompton  Phone: (+61 2) 6246 4036  Fax: (+61 2) 6246 4264  Email: G.Crompton@ento.csiro.au
9. Plant Protection Service Staff travel

M. Kora .
Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

July
22 – 26
Vanuatu
Mick Lloyd
FAO meeting in Port Vila.

August
04 - 12
New Zealand
Mick Lloyd
Meetings with BioSecurity & South Pacific Trade Commission officials respectively.



Cook Islands
Mick Lloyd
Country visit.




08 - 17
Cook Islands
Ema Tora-Vueti
Follow up progress on Fruit Fly activities in Cook Islands.


08 - 13
Cook Islands
Wilco Lieberegts
Follow up progress on Plant Protection & Quarantine activities in Cook Islands.

September

Niue
Ema Tora-Vueti
Assist in farmer demonstration trial for Protein Bait Spraying.



French Polynesia
Luc Leblanc
Review the fruit fly eradication program.

October – December

French Polynesia
Guenther Rapp
General Emergency response plan.

10. SPC Plant Protection Service Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer
Staff
Event

August
20-24
Nadi, Fiji Islands

Mick Lloyd, Reapi Masau
Pacific Plant Protection Organisation Executive Committee Meeting

October
29-31
Auckland, New Zealand

Mick Lloyd
Regional Plant Protection Organisation Meeting

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag SUVA, Fiji. Tel: (679) 370733 ext. 228; email: richardv@spc.int
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