[image: image1.png]Pacific Pest Info

Pest & Quarantine Information
SPC Plant Protection Service





No 29. 2 Nov 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

Those with Internet access can find a wide range of Plant Protection Service outputs on the PPS Web site at www.spc.int/pps. A CD version is available for those without Internet connection.
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1. Customs and Quarantine: Single or Separate Departments?

R. Vernon

This question has been asked in many countries. An independent team was commissioned by the New Zealand government to look at this and related issues. Earlier this year the team recommended against a single agency for these two functions. (from Biosecurity Issue 27, 1 May 2001. Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Wellington, New Zealand.)

2. Plant Protection Service Information Needs Survey 2001

R. Vernon

A year ago we conducted a small survey of the information needs of Pacific Island quarantine and plant protection staff. Results of the 2000 survey were presented at the March 2001 PPPO-3 meeting in Nadi, Fiji, and in this Pacific Pest Info newsletter. This year we are sending out the survey to plant protection and quarantine staff in all 22 Pacific Island countries and territories. Results of this year’s survey (2001) will similarly be reported (without attribution of source, which remains confidential) in the Pacific Pest Info newsletter and also on our Internet site: www.spc.int/pps. Anybody wishing to contribute their ideas and who has not received a survey form is welcome to contact Luisa Korodrau who will be pleased to send a survey form. (E-mail: Luisak@spc.int)

3. Tahiti Disease Survey

J. Wright

During the month of September, staff from the Department of Plant Protection in French Polynesia, Dr Eric McKenzie (Landcare, New Zealand) and Dr Jacqui Wright (SPC) visited several of the islands of French Polynesia making collections of plant diseases for the purpose of up-dating the country pest list.  

This kind of survey is available, subject to availability of resources, to all SPC PICT member countries upon request to the Plant Protection Service. 
4. Tahiti Import Risk Analysis workshop

J. Wright

French Polynesia plant protection and quarantine staff produced a number of practice import risk analyses during the recent workshop with Dr Bob Ikin.  These included such commodities as pandanus as dried leaves from Indonesia;  papaya seed for sowing from Hawaii, USA; orchids from Thailand for planting; potato tubers from NZ/Australia for planting; and hibiscus plants from USA.  The participants also reviewed their legislation in the light of the PPPO regional activity for upgrading quarantine legislation in the region.  

5. New publication on PNG smut fungi

J. Wright

The following paper has just been published: 

Shivas, R.G., Vanky, K., Vanky, C., Kula, G.R. and Gavali, V.  2001.  An annotated checklist of Ustilaginomycetes in Papua New Guinea.  Australasian Plant Pathology 30: 231 – 237.

If you wish to have a copy of this publication please contact the SPC librarian, Christina Tuitubou (email: christinat@spc.int; fax. 679 386326)

6. SOPAC 10th Regional Disaster Management meeting, Auckland, New Zealand

J. Wright

The SPC Plant Pathologist was an observer at the SOPAC 10th Regional Disaster Management meeting, Auckland, New Zealand and was given the opportunity to present on emergency response planning activities.  All the National Disaster Management Office representatives (NDMOs) were interested in the work of SPC in collaboration with the quarantine and plant protection staff of their countries.  Many people expressed interest in collaborating with the national plant protection and quarantine services in emergency response planning for pest incursions.

7. Change of Plant Imports Staff Member in New Zealand

R. Vernon

As of 2 November 2001 Sean Newland, Technical Coordinator - International Operations, will be leaving the Plant Import team of the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry Biosecurity Authority to take up a new appointment.  Any queries relating to the importation of either fresh produce (from the Pacific nations or Australia) or fresh cut flowers/foliage should be directed to Justin Downs (downsj@maf.govt.nz) until such time as the vacancy is filled.

8. Plant Protection Service Staff travel

M. Kora .
Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

Nov
1
Taveuni, Fiji Islands
Jacqui Wright
Coconut disease survey.



Chuuk, Yap and Palau
Konrad Englberger
Quarantine on-the job training and for Palau training on fumigation.

Dec
3 - 7
Samoa
Richard Vernon
Introduction of Pest List Database.


15 - 22
New Caledonia
Luc Leblanc
Fruit fly activities

9. SPC Plant Protection Service Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer or Leader
Staff
Event

Nov
5 - 9
Nadi, Fiji Islands
Ema Tora-Vueti
Ema Tora-Vueti
Hot Treatment Forced Air (HTFA) Training.


12 - 16
Samoa
Bob Ikin
Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop


26 - 30
French Polynesia
Guenther Rapp & Luc LeBlanc
Guenther Rapp

Luc LeBlanc
Emergency Response Planning workshop.

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Email: richardv@spc.int
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