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  No 30. 21 Jan 2002 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

Those with Internet access can find a wide range of Plant Protection Service outputs on the PPS Web site at www.spc.int/pps. A CD version is available for those without Internet connection.
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1. Warning against use of the moth Psigida walkeri for biological control

R. Vernon, M. Lloyd, G. Rapp

The citheroniid moth Psigida walkeri has been proposed for the biological control of the invasive tropical weed Mimosa diplotricha. 

M. diplotricha  (syn. Mimosa invisa) is a fast-growing annual or short-live perennial shrubby vine that has invaded numerous Pacific islands including Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia (Society Islands), Guam, New Caledonia, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Western Samoa, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. It is a major weed of plantations, crops, tropical pastures and wasteland. Animals and people can be injured by the sharp recurved spines 3 to 6 mm long along each angle of the square stems. 

In a paper in Biological Control earlier this year* Vitelli et al report on studies on the biology and host specificity of the moth P. walkeri. It  is native to Brazil and the studies were undertaken in that country and in Australia. The work was supported by the SPC – German Biological Control Project. A number of species of Mimosa, Acacia and Netpunia were shown to support some degree of feeding and or development of this insect. This wide potential host range and especially the risk to native Australian Neptunia species led to a decision not to release this potential biological agent in Australia. Native Pacific island plant species may also support the P. walkeri. 

If you would like a copy of this paper, just ask.

* Vitelli, M.P. et al. Host Specificity and Biology of the Moth Psigida walkeri (Lepidoptera: Citheroniidae), a Potential Bilogical Control Agent for Mimosa diplotricha in Australia and the South Pacific. Biological Control 22, 1 – 8, 2001.

2. Free Plant Protection Publications from Hawaii

R. Vernon, Jim Hollyer

The College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, of the University of Hawaii at Manoa, provides a wide range of publications on their web site, 

http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/ctahr2001/PIO/FreePubs.html, including the following plant protection titles:

Insect Pests 

Alien Pest Alert: Red imported fire ant (Solenopsis invicta)

Bougainvillea looper

Destructive turf caterpillars in Hawaii

Hibiscus erineum mite 

Managing fruit flies on farms in Hawaii

Scouting for thrips in orchid flowers

Root mealybugs of quarantine significance in Hawaii

Taro root aphid

Plant Disease 

'Awa dieback in Hawaii

'Awa root-knot disease

Banana bunchy top virus 

Black flag of noni (Morinda citrifolia) caused by Phytophthora botryosa

Coffee decline caused by the Kona coffee root-knot nematode

Colletotrichum leaf spot of red sealing wax palm 

Diseases of leatherleaf fern caused by Calonectria and Cylindrocladium species 

Foliar nematodes on orchids in Hawaii 

Management practices to prevent and control plant diseases

Tomato spotted wilt virus on anthurium

Plant-parasitic nematodes and their management

Weed Control 

Alien Pest Alert: Control of fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis)

Before you buy or apply an herbicide . . .

Summaries of herbicide trials for pasture, range, and non-cropland weed control--1998

Summaries of herbicide trials for pasture, range, and non-cropland weed control--1999

Summaries of herbicide trials for pasture, range, and non-cropland weed control--2000

Woody plant control for the home, pasture, and forest

3. The Australian Plant Disease Database

Jacqui Wright

Plant Health Australia is working to develop frameworks so that accurate and reliable plant health information can be made available to plant health practitioners, policy makers, industry and the wider Australian community. An efficient, reliable and accessible system of plant health information will help develop and enhance our plant health status by promoting accurate, rapid and widespread reporting of notifiable pests and diseases. Projects that are contributing to this priority are listed in the section below.

Framework for an online national database of plant pests and diseases (in progress)
The Office of the Chief Plant Protection Officer (OCPPO) and CSIRO Mathematical and Information Sciences have been commissioned to undertake a research project to develop a framework for an online national database of plant pests and diseases. This database will be the Australian Plant Pest Database.  This project has been funded by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry - Australia.

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=back to top"
Australian Plant Disease Database 
Plant Health Australia (PHA) commissioned the last phase of the Australian Plant Disease Database, which will be a component of the Australian Plant Pest Database (see above). The Australian Plant Disease Database involved cooperation between AFFA (Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry Australia), State/Territory Governments and PHA. The Australian Plant Disease Database was launched on Friday 19 October 2001. Access to the database will initially be restricted to agencies involved in quarantine or incursion management activities.

This site will be useful when available to other countries (transparency under the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures  (SPS) agreement) for Pacific Island quarantine services doing import risk analysis on imports from Australia as it will enable a pest list for that specific commodity to be downloaded.

On this site they also have the latest news on incursions of plant pests into Australia.

4. Postharvest Quality Survey of Pacific exports to Auckland, New Zealand

J. Wright

The SPC Plant Protection Service is collaborating with the South Pacific Trade Commission, New Zealand, (SPTC) to study the quality of imports to Auckland of fresh commodities from the Pacific.  The consultant who has been commissioned to do the work is Mr Gordon Grandison and he is taking over from Mr Viliami Kami (Tonga MAFF).  Mr Grandison was involved with the development of the SPTC export guides.  His report for September is available from SPC.  Please email: jacquiw@spc.int 

5. World taxonomist database

G. Rapp

The Expert Center for Taxonomic Information develops computer based information systems to promote the use of taxonomic and biodiversity knowledge worldwide. Under http://www.eti.uva.nl/database/WTD.html you have access to a global database of taxonomists. You can search the database but also register yourself.

6. Biocontrol of Sida 

G. Rapp

In November a joint venture between Mr. Sada N. Lal of Fiji MAF and Dr. Lastus Kuniata of Ramu Sugar (PNG) resulted in the introduction of 1,000 adults of Calligrapha pantherina. Calligrapha has proven an efficient bioagent against the weed Sida rhombifolia in Papua New Guinea. The adults were introduced into post entry quarantine, deposited eggs and were then killed after one week. Current state: Eggs are hatching. The venture was funded by SPC’s Plant Protection Service with funds provided by the European Union. For more information you could contact Sada under plantprotect@homer.is.com.fj or Lastus under lkuniata@ramusugar.com.pg. 

PS: I will be on leave as of December 8. Have a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

7. Identity of Oriental fruit fly complex invasive species in Palau 

E. Tora Vueti and L. Leblanc

In August 2001, the Government of Palau notified the SPC Plant Protection Service of the confirmation of the presence of Bactrocera philippinensis and B. occipitalis in Palau. An eradication program has been proposed based on sound crop hygiene (destruction of fallen and unwanted fruit), male annihilation technique and, where necessary, application of protein bait sprays. The commencement of the eradication program is subject to funding approval by the Palau Government. 

These two species are members of the Oriental fruit fly complex but the Oriental Fruit Fly itself, B. dorsalis, is not believed to be present there. A 1996 Palau record of B. dorsalis was probably a case of incorrect identification. 

For more information, consult the SPC Pest Alert No 23 (an 80Kb, PDF format, document –Adobe Acrobat software is needed to read this file). For additional information on the two species, consult the SPC Pacific Fruit Fly website.

8. Queensland Fruit Fly in Cook Islands 

E. Tora Vueti 

Queensland fruit fly (Bactrocera tryoni Froggatt) was first detected in Punanganui, Rarotonga, on the 21st November 2001.  Punanganui trap site is located approximately 500m from the wharf.  As a result of this detection, the Ministry of Agriculture activated their Emergency Response Plan for fruit flies and have declared quarantine areas at least 4km2 (Zones A & B) surrounding the site where the first detection took place.  Fruit fly traps have been intensified, fallen fruit have been removed and buried, and protein bait has been sprayed in the quarantine zones.  An effective awareness campaign has been started and weekly up-dates of the emergency response activities are provided by the Ministry of Agriculture to the SPC Fruit Fly Management Component.

Since the first detection, there have been only 3 male flies caught in the traps. The effectiveness of the quarantine surveillance has been demonstrated in the Cook Islands and this has enabled them to detect and respond immediately to the new introduction.  The suspect source of entry was from the pile of rubbish that was off loaded from the ships.  It is therefore imperative that Quarantine authorities ensure that all food rubbish from airlines and ships is promptly incinerated.

Cook Islands’ Ministry of Agriculture has advised appropriate authorities in the region of this development. Further details can be found in the SPC PPS Pest Alert No. 25 Queensland Fruit Fly, which is being sent to quarantine and plant protection authorities in the region this week. Further detail on this and other fruit flies can be found in the SPC Pacific Fruit Fly website.

9. Vacancies in the Plant Protection Service 

Mick Lloyd

The following vacancies have been announced:

· Extensionist (Weed Management)



· Information Officer (Plant protection publications)



· Quarantine (Biosecurity) Officer

The positions will be advertised shortly on the PPS Website Vacancies section.

10. Plant Protection Service Staff travel

M. Kora .
Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

Mar
11 – 15
Rome
Mick Lloyd
Fourth Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures


18-23
Japan
Ema Tora Vueti
Fruit Fly Control Cooperation in the Asia Pacific Region 

11. SPC Plant Protection Service Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer or Leader
Staff
Event

Jan
21-25
Samoa
Richard Vernon
Richard Vernon
Information Management Training (Pest List Database)


28-1 Feb
Tonga
Richard Vernon
Richard Vernon
Information Management Training (Pest List Database)

Feb
4 - 8
Tonga
Bob Ikin and Jacqui Wright
Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop


8 - 15
Niue
Bob Ikin
Jacqui Wright
Quarantine Legislation project 


24 Feb-9 Mar
Nadi, Fiji Islands


11th Regional Technical Meeting on Plant Protection Protection

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Email: richardv@spc.int
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