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  No 31. 19 February 2002

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

Those with Internet access can find a wide range of Plant Protection Service outputs on the PPS Web site at www.spc.int/pps. A CD version is available for those without Internet connection.
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1. 11th Regional Technical Meeting on Plant Protection

The 11th RTMPP is scheduled to take place in Nandi, Fiji, from 25th February to 7th March 2002. Representatives of the Plant Protection Services in twenty Pacific Island countries and territories, New Zealand and Australia are expected to participate. 

Country representatives are reminded to provide a one page summary report of the achievements of their National Plant Protection Organisation since the last meeting and limitations to the effectiveness of plant protection services in their country. If possible fax or e-mail to SPC before the meeting.

2. The XXII International Congress of Entomology 2004 

Ema Tora Vueti

This event is to be held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, Brisbane, Australia 15 – 21 August, 2004.  For Congress information, scientific themes, paper submissions, registration to receive updates, details on Brisbane and Australia, contact the Congress Secretariat at: 

E-mail: ice2004@ccm.com.au ; Tel +61 7 3368 2644 ; Fax: +61 7 3369 3731 ; Mail: PO Box 177, RED HILL Q 4059, AUSTRALIA ; Website: www.ice2004.org
3. Posters on plant pests on-line

Ema Tora Vueti

If you want posters on plant pests, check out the website on Scientific Advisory Services (SAS).  This is a small Australian company based in north Queensland, involved in the development of integrated pest management (IPM) for tropical horticulture. There are a number of useful, colorful posters on banana and papaya insect pests and beneficial insects of Australia. A number of new posters on crop pests and diseases are currently being prepared including two posters featuring major fruit flies of the world and several on exotic weeds.  This is the same company that published the posters on Fruit Flies in Australia 1 & 2.  For more information: www.saspl.com.au
4. Internet sites for pesticides, pests.

Jacqui Wright

Should you want to find out if an agricultural chemical is registered in Australia and what company it is registered through you can check the National Registration Authority for Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals website: http://www.nra.gov.au/pubcris/subpage_%20pubcris.shtml
Landcare New Zealand maintains databases of various groups of pest organisms recorded on hosts in New Zealand.  This is helpful for those doing import risk analyses.

· Nematodes: http://www.landcare.cri.nz/science/biodiversity/index.shtml?nncnz
· Arthropods: http://www.landcare.cri.nz/science/nzac/
Landcare New Zealand also curates The International Collection of Micro-organisms from Plants (ICMP), which is the repository for micro-organisms of plant and soil origin of the New Zealand Reference Culture Collection (NZRCC). The Collection also contains cultures of the world's bacterial and fungal plant pathogens and of other micro-organisms closely associated with plants. Many Pacific Island specimens are recorded here too. http://www.landcare.cri.nz/science/biodiversity/icmp/index.shtml?icmp  

5. Melon fly in Nauru

Ema Tora Vueti

Melon fly has re-occurred in Nauru after it was eradicated in February 1998.  The re-incursion has been the result of either aircraft refuse from Guam not incinerated or passengers bringing infested fruit from Guam or CNMI.  The ineffectiveness of the Quarantine Service is also due to the delay in the gazetting of the Nauru Quarantine Service Ac.  The Quarantine Service can not function because of this.  This re-incursion has posed a threat to the countries that have direct flight access with Nauru.  It is recommended that these countries be more vigilant in the surveillance of this species.  This is done through strengthening their passenger inspection programs and the fruit fly surveillance programs.  A Pest Alert on melon fly in Nauru will be published shortly.

6. Vacancies in the Plant Protection Service 

Mick Lloyd

The following vacancies have been announced:

· Extensionist (Weed Management)



· Information Officer (Plant protection publications)

· Quarantine (Biosecurity) Officer

The positions will be advertised shortly on the PPS Website Vacancies section.

7. Pest List Database

Dick Vernon

Many requests have been made over the years for a pest list database in which a country can store its pest occurrences. It should be able to produce a list of all country pests that have been recorded on a particular crop to serve crop export / import applications.

SPC PPS has developed such a system and it is being tested in three countries. Some of these countries will be demonstrating their system at the RTMPP meeting (see item 1 above) next week. 

8. PPS Extension Component

Dick Vernon

SPC  welcomed its new Extensionist, Stephen Hazelman, last month. The Extension component aims to improve the transfusion of plant protection technology to farmers by supporting extension services of PICT’s in developing appropriate pest management systems, developing appropriate plant protection extension materials and providing training in participatory transfer of pest management technology to extension staff. This will be undertaken with close collaboration with PICTs national extension services.
9. Plant Protection Service Staff travel

M. Kora .
Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

Mar
11 – 15
Rome
Mick Lloyd
Fourth Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures


18 - 23
Japan
Ema Tora Vueti
Fruit Fly Control Cooperation in the Asia Pacific Region 

April
1 - 5
Wallis & Futuna
Mick Lloyd



8 - 11
Wellington
Mick Lloyd
FAO Meeting

10. SPC Plant Protection Service Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer or Leader
Staff
Event

Feb
24 Feb-9 Mar
Nadi, Fiji Islands


11th Regional Technical Meeting on Plant Protection Protection

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
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