
EXPLANATORY NOTES

1.
Scope and coverage

Import statistics records the movement of goods coming into the country by means of international trade. Some movements of goods are excluded because they are not covered within the scope of trade as defined by the United Nations manual on International Trade Statistics, Concepts and Definitions (1) .  In general these exclusions confine the scope of trade to goods moving across the national frontier in transactions involving a change in ownership.  Other exclusions reflect the fact that coverage is limited to the scope of the documents from which the statistics are compiled, namely, the import warrants submitted by importers (or their agents) under the PNG Customs Act.

The movement of goods which are specifically excluded from the statistics presented in this publication includes:

(a) Improvement and repair trade

(b) Temporary transactions

(c) Goods on lease

(d) Direct transit trade via Papua New Guinea

(e) Stores and fuel loaded on overseas vessels and aircraft

(f) Accompanied migrants’ and passengers’ effects

(g) Samples of no commercial value

(h) Goods sent by parcel post

(i) Bank notes and coins in circulation

(j) Ships and aircraft engaged in the transport of passengers or goods between Papua New Guinea and other countries.

(k) Goods exported from bonded warehouses

(l) Outside packages

2.
Classification of commodities

Since January 1981, the commodities imported have been classified in accordance with the ‘Papua New Guinean International Trade Classification, Revised 1980’, which is based on the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), Revision 2(2).  Earlier import statistics were classified under the ‘Papua New Guinea Exports and Imports Trade Classifications, Revised 1974’, which were based on the SITC, Revised.  At the section (1-digit) level, there are no differences between the 1974 and 1980 classifications.  At the group (3-digit) level are differences for a few groups.

In this bulletin, the titles of the commodity categories have been shortened in order to save space.  Users who want to know the precise scope of a category should consult the classification document, which may be obtained from the PNG Customs.  Currently both Import and Export classification of commodity is based on Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, which was introduced by Customs Bureau of the Internal Revenue Commission in 1991.  It groups commodities into sections and each section is further divided into chapters to give more detailed commodity description.

(1) ESA/STAT/AC.  11/1 United Nations, New York, 1980.  Generally the Papua New Guinea international trade statistics follow these international recommendations.

(2)
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3.
Valuation

The value of imports are recorded on a “cost, insurance and freight” (c.i.f) basis, i.e. including the charges of freight and insurance up to the point of entry into the country.

4.
Effects of differences in valuation and time of recording

For the purpose of compiling this statistics published in this bulletin, the transaction is recorded as at the date on which the warrant relating to it is passed by the Customs Authorities and the value recorded is the value shown on the warrant.  However, the warrant date may differ from the date on which the goods arrived in the country, and the final sales value of the goods may differ from the value shown on the warrant.  For both of these cases, the statistics for a given period do not generally relate to 

the final sales value of goods arriving in the country during that period.

5. Classification by country

The “Country of origin” is defined as the country of production.

6. Preliminary statistics

More recent statistics than those in this bulletin in the form of computer printout may be obtained on request in any of the following formats:

Imports







Value by Port of entry

Value by Country of origin

Value by HS section

Value by Country and by Commodity

Value by Commodity and by Country of origin

Value by Port of entry and by commodity

Value by Commodity and by Port of entry

Value by Country of origin, by Port of entry and by commodity

Value by Country of origin, by commodity and by Port of entry

Value by Port of entry, by Country of origin and by commodity

Value by Port of entry, by commodity and by Country of origin

Value by Commodity, by Country of origin and by Port of entry 

Value by commodity, by Port of entry and by Country of origin

Value by Country of origin and by commodity

Value by Commodity and by Country of origin 

Value by Port of entry and by Commodity 

Value by Commodity and by Port of entry                                                                                                                                 

Value by Commodity
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    A minimum fee will be charged for the cost of producing these printouts.

7. Rounding

Small discrepancies between totals and sums of components in tables are due to rounding.

8. Symbols used

Throughout this bulletin the following symbols have been used:


n/a

not available

· nil or less than half the unit shown

r

revised since previously published

p

preliminary figure, subject to revision 

