EXPLANATORY NOTES
1. The statistics in this bulletin are compiled from data on persons entering or leaving Papua New Guinea (PNG) which are recorded on Arrival and Departure Cards in accordance with the requirements of the Migration Act 1964. The Migration and Citizenship Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade administer these regulations. Excluded from the statistics are members of armed forces of overseas countries, however, an exception are members of Australian Armed forces seconded for service with the PNG Defence Force. Traditional border crosser’s between PNG and other countries and refuges do not fill out Arrival and Departure Cards are of course excluded.

2. The Arrival and Departure Cards are completed by traveller's according to the purpose of their journey as classified on the cards. Personal details such as nationality, occupation, date of birth and so forth are recorded.

3. In recent years the migration authorities have made a number of changes, both to the design and in the procedures for handling of the arrival and departure cards. Although some of these changes have been made for the purpose of improving the statistical information, they have unfortunately resulted in several breaks in the comparability of the statistical series. This is particularly so in respect to the classification of purpose of journey and in the recording of place of residence. The changes made before 1980, and their likely effects on the statistics, have been described in the 1980 and earlier issues of the quarterly “ International Migration “ Bulletin.

4. In 1978, the United Nations (UN) published Provisional Guidelines on Statistics of International Tourism and in 1980 it published its recommendation on Statistics of International Migration. These were produced in order to improve the comparability of statistics on these topics compiled by member countries. However, the UN recognizes that national requirements must have precedence over the requirements of international comparability. In PNG’s case, the Arrival and Departure Cards have been designed to collect minimum amount of data required and in a simplistic manner.  This does not fully permit the compilation of international statistical reports in accordance with the UN recommendations.

5. The March quarter 1981 issue of the “International Migration” bulletin was restructured and renamed “International Arrivals and Departures”. This was done partly in view of the changes made to the cards in October 1980, and partly also in order to enable users to locate more readily the information they require. To the extent possible, the UN recommendations have also been taken into account. For example, persons arriving in PNG are no longer classified as either” residence” or “visitors” – it is recognized that it is not feasible or necessary to define the “residence” of every person arriving in the country. Rather, persons arriving are classified into two categories depending on the main purpose of their journey. Each of these categories is then examined in turn and relevant tables are presented for each.

6. In this bulletin three countries with overseas address and nationalities have been separated starting with the 1988 figures. The countries are China, South Korea and Singapore. China and Korea were formerly included with other Asia while Singapore was previously combined with Malaysia.

7. There are no figures available for Kieta due to the closure of Aropa International Airport as from June Quarter 1990 as a result of political unrest.

8.
Symbols and Definitions used
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Convention









Bus
Business









ABT
Accompanying Business Traveler


VR
Visiting relatives


Hol
Holiday


Emp
Employment


Edu
Education


SV
Student Vacation

NOTES ON THE LATEST FIGURES
The total number of arrivals in March quarter of 2003 was 23,382 persons, an increase of 4.6 percent compared to March quarter of 2002. 

The number of visitor arrivals in March quarter of 2003 was 13,274, which was 4.7 percent higher than in March quarter of 2002. Of these, 3,937 came for business, 3,641came for employment, 2,760 came for holiday and 2,936 came for other specific reasons.

As usual, the largest group of visitors in March quarter of 2002 was from Australia (6,328) who gave Australia as their overseas address, accounting for 47.6 percent of all visitor arrivals. Substantial number of visitors also came from USA (1,602), Philippines (714), Japan (683) and New Zealand (460)
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