	Papua New Guinea

	Table B. Data Categories and Indicators

	Real Sector


GDDSKey

	DATA CATEGORY:
	Price Indices

	National Descriptor:

(if different, please indicate)
	




	CORE INDICATORS:
	Consumer Price Index


	ENCOURAGED EXTENSIONS:

(as applicable)
	Producer Price Index

	Country-Specific Indicator: 

(if different, please indicate)
	none


	Information applies to:

(select from drop down list)
	 FORMDROPDOWN 



	CONTACT PERSON(S):

	(Enter the contact information of a person in the following order on separate lines:

Name, Title, Agency, Address, Telephone, Fax, E-mail Address

Leave a blank line between two persons’ information.)


	Mr. Sisiwaka Roah

Head of Household Economic Statistics Branch

National Statistical Office

 P.O. Box 337, Waigani

National Capital District 

Papua New Guinea

Phone: 675 301 1278


	DATE METADATA UPDATED:
	     


	I. Data Characteristics

	Coverage
Briefly describe the key characteristics of the data; i.e., the features of which a user must be aware to use the data appropriately. These include the unit of measure, scope (e.g., geographic, institutional, product), statistical characteristics (e.g., seasonal adjustment, index number base year), basic data source, and accounting conventions.


	The CPI is published on a quarterly basis with both regional and expenditure category. 

The CPI covers six main urban areas which are Port Moresby, Goroka, Lae, Rabaul, Kieta, Madang and the four relative urban areas are Kiunga -Tabubil, Mt. Hagen, Alotau and Kimbe. The index is compiled using the weighted arithmetic mean of price relatives.

(weights!!)

There are 124 items that form the regimen and of the basket of goods and services. The base year is 1977.

Prices are obtained from approximately 240 different outlets throughout the 6 areas including supermarkets, trade stores, local markets, hotels, garages, schools and local government councils. It is impracticable to collect prices from all retail outlets.

An underlying CPI excluding vegetables and other items with highly volatile prices is produced and disseminated from the CPI data set at the same time as the CPI.




	Periodicity: 
Identify the frequency of compilation and dissemination of the data (e.g., monthly, quarterly, annual)


	The consumer price index is published quarterly.


	Timeliness:
Identify the lapse of time between the end of a reference period (or a reference date) and the dissemination of the data.


	4-6 weeks 


	II. Quality

	Documentation of Methodology:
Identify any publicly available statement of methodology that describes how the data are compiled and the sources of data.


	These can be obtained from Technical Notes on CPI (No:3 and 4), NSO from the contact person.




	Data to Support Cross-checks and Assurance of Reasonableness:
Describe the kind and extent of detail of published data, the statistical frameworks (including accounting identities and statistical relationships), and the comparisons and reconciliations that are available to assist users in assessing the quality of the data. 


	There are no other related price indices apart from the CPI to ensure crosschecks.




	III. Plans for Improvement

	Describe short-term (in the next year) and medium-term (2-5 years) plans for making improvements in the data category and note any improvements that have been implemented in the past two years. Technical or other assistance needs that may be required for implementing these plans should also be noted, if applicable. If it has been determined that there are no shortcomings that need to be addressed, this determination should be explicitly stated.

	Recent Improvements: 


	Underlying CPI excluding vegetables and highly volatile items.

Timeliness improved to 3 to 4 weeks after reference quarter.




	Short-Term Plans:


	Automation of the CPI compilation and tabulation process/system

An income and expenditure survey is planned for 2003. This will facilitate the revision of the weights in the CPI basket of goods and services.

Inclusion of additional urban areas in sample 


	Medium-Term Plans:


	Inclusion of rural CPI series

Improved human resource development and training: Computer software in Advanced Excel and Access; subject matter training on Price Statistics; short-term attachments with other statistical offices/agencies.




	Technical Assistance/Financing Needs/Other Prerequisites:

	Short-Term:


	TA in the analysis of data from the income and expenditure survey and the re-weighting of the CPI basket of goods and services.

TAs needed for all short-term plans with particular emphasis on automation of the CPI compilation and tabulation process


	Medium-Term: 


	TAs needed for all medium-term plans with particular emphasis on automation of the CPI compilation and tabulation process and improved human resource development particularly in Advanced Excel and Access training for staff


	IV. Dissemination Formats

	For each publication or data release, check the box corresponding to the frequency of release and indicate the title and language(s) on the next line. Identify an appropriate contact person, if different from first page.

	Hard Copy:

	News Release:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Quarterly NSO news media release.


	Publication:

	Weekly:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	Monthly:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	Quarterly:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Consumer Price Index Bulletin, NSO

Quarterly Economic Bulletin, BPNG

Treasury Economic Monitor, Department of Treasury


	Annual:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Budget documents (Vol.1), Department of Treasury


	Other: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	Electronic:

	Internet:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Bank of PNG : www.bpng.gov.pg
Treasury: www.treasury.gov.pg
NSO: www.nso.gov.pg



	Other Online:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	CD-ROM:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	Diskette:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Available upon request to the contact person above.


	Other (specify):
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


	None:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	


