Papua New Guinea

Table C. Data Integrity and Access by the Public

This table should be prepared, as appropriate, for each agency disseminating data covered by the GDDS.

GDDSKey
AGENCY:

(Select from drop down list)
 FORMDROPDOWN 


Agency Name:
     

Sequence Number:

(For internal IMF  use only)
     

CONTACT PERSON(S):

(Enter the contact information of a person in the following order on separate lines:

Name, Title, Agency, Address, Telephone, Fax, E-mail Address

Leave a blank line between two persons’ information.)

Mr. Joseph Aka

· Deputy National Statistician (Economic Statistics)

National Statistical Office

PO Box 337

WAIGANI

Papua New Guinea

Ph: (675) 301 1202

Fax: (675) 301 1258

E-mail: jaka@nso.gov.pg


DATE METADATA UPDATED:
     

I. Data Produced and Disseminated


a.
Comprehensive Frameworks:



The agency is responsible for production and dissemination of comprehensive frameworks in the following areas (check boxes as appropriate):




1. National Accounts
 FORMCHECKBOX 

3. Depository Corporations Survey
 FORMCHECKBOX 





2. Central Government Operations
 FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Balance of Payments
 FORMCHECKBOX 







b.
Data Categories:



The agency is responsible for production and dissemination of the following data categories (check boxes as appropriate):




Real sector

Financial sector





National accounts aggregates
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Broad money and credit aggregates
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Production index/indices
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Central bank aggregates 
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Price indices
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interest rates 
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Labor market indicators 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Stock market 
 FORMCHECKBOX 





















Fiscal sector

External sector





Central government aggregates
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Balance of payments aggregates
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Central government debt 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

External debt and debt service
 FORMCHECKBOX 







International reserves 
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Socio-Demographic Data
Merchandise trade
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Population
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Exchange rates
 FORMCHECKBOX 





Health
 FORMCHECKBOX 







Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 







Poverty
 FORMCHECKBOX 




II. Data Integrity

a. Terms and Conditions Under Which Data are Produced and Disseminated:
Identify any applicable statistical laws, charters, or codes of conduct; procedures and processes related to the confidentiality of individual responses; and whether the laws, charters, codes, etc. are available to the public.

· The National Statistical Act 1980 chapter (386) empowers the NSO to collect, process, and disseminate all forms/types of data/statistics.  The Act empowers the NSO to inquire into any organization that is public enterprise, department, provincial and local level governments, private corporations and the taxation office for purposes of data collection and/or other statistical investigation. 

Staff employed with the NSO have made a declaration of secrecy. 

· The National Statistician is responsible for the publication of all statistics produced. 

 

b. Identification of Internal Government Access to Data Before Release:
List persons or officials holding designated positions within the government, but outside the agency producing the data, who have pre-release access to the data and the schedule according to which they receive access.

· The National Statistician is required under the Statistical Services Act to report to the Minister  responsible for the National Statistical Office on all matters relating to the release and/or prerelease of statistics.  

· The Departments of Finance and Treasury, National Planning and Monitoring and the Bank of Papua New Guinea (BPNG) are recognized agencies that have access to the pre-lease data or any other persons authorized by the National Statistician.

c. Identification of Ministerial Commentary on the Occasion of Statistical Releases:
Describe the general procedures applicable and note any different practices that may apply to individual data categories.

· There is no Ministerial commentary. There is only technical commentary accompanying the data release. The  process in which data/statistics is released initially starts in the form of a draft from Branch Head to Deputy National  Statistician. The Publications Branch come in where there are possible editing and/or publication  changes on the data publication formats. Once the draft is cleared by the Deputy National Statistician, the National Statistician approves and releases the publication.

d. Provision of Information about Revisions and Advance Notice of Major Changes in Methodology:
Describe existing policy about revisions and procedures for providing advance notice of major changes in methodology. Describe any plans for changing these policies and procedures.

· The data on national accounts, merchandise trade, government finance statistics and other selected socio-demographic indicators are provisional on first release and are subject to revisions during varying periods. Revisions are usually of a routine and technical nature and would normally be noted in a technical note or footnote at the time of publication. The data on CPI are final on first release and are not subject to revision. 



III. Access to Data by the Public

a. Simultaneous Release to the Public
Please describe the procedures that ensure simultaneous release; variations among data categories should be noted.

· Simultaneous release of data is based on the embargo date. In the case for selected socio-demographic statistics, the release timing is based on the approval of the National Statistician on an adhoc basis.

b. Advance Release Calendars
Identify whether advance release calendars are publicly available. If so, describe where they are disseminated, for what period (e.g., one quarter, one year); how often they are updated; and how well the actual release dates match the calendar.

· No advance release calendars are used.

IV. Plans for Improvement

Describe short-term (in the next year) and medium-term (2-5 years) plans for making improvements in practices with respect to the integrity and access dimensions of the GDDS and any planned improvements of an institutional or legislative nature by the agency. Note any improvements that have been implemented in the past two years. Technical or other assistance needs that may be required for implementing these plans should also be noted, if applicable. If it has been determined that there are no shortcomings that need to be addressed, this determination should be explicitly stated.

Recent Improvements: 

· Economic Statistics Division

· Approval of the Household Income and Expenditure Survey Project to begin in 2003

· Assistance from Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) on the Sample Design of the HIES.

· Approval of the ADB TA to strengthen National Accounts

· Assistance from Ausaid to assist in the Census of Business Activities

· Population and Social Statistics Division
· The successful completion and release of the 2000 National Population and Housing Census figures

· The completion of the sample design for the 2005 Demographic and Health Survey

· The upgrading of all computer systems for the Population and Social Statistics Division

Economic, Population & Social, Statistical Services Divisions

· Recent conduct of the training course in June 2002 on Data Analysis and Reporting by the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC).

· The establishment of the NSO website.



Short-Term Plans:

Restructure of the NSO to include positions for Provincial Statistical Officers in the NSO Structure and overall upgrading of all positions.

Establish a Statistical Advisory Committee.

To investigate the development of a role in coordinating/centralizing all statistical activities

Update the Statistical Services Act 1980.

Improve mechanisms for an efficient and effective dissemination of statistics through the website, IT services and other means.

Training in computer applications for Economic statistics, survey design methodology and national accounts concepts & techniques and poverty measurement.

Medium-Term Plans:



Technical Assistance/Financing Needs/Other Prerequisites:

Short-Term:

TA to assist in updating the Statistical Services Act

TA for institutional strengthening of the NSO particularly in training of staff, improvement of dissemination mechanisms and restructuring of the NSO

Medium-Term: 



