Title: Improving Drought Resilience in the Republic of the Marshall Islands

Location(s): Republic of the Marshall Islands with a particular focus on the urbanised atolls of Majuro, and Ebeye, and the outer island atolls of Jaluit, Arno, Mili, Alinglaplap, Namdrik and Kili.

Funding available from the EDF9 National B Envelope: € 1.1 Million              

Duration of the Project: 48 months
Main Issue:  Following the national drought emergency declared in 1997/1998 associated with a strong El Niño period, a serious drought in 2001 and the recent declaration of drought in the northern outer islands in March 2007, there is a persistent risk of severe water scarcity in the Marshall Islands during extended dry periods, resulting in increases in water borne diseases and associated deterioration in public health.
Overall Objective: To improve the reliability of dry season and drought period water supply to the people of the Marshall Islands, with particular focus on the urban and rural population.

Specific Objectives (Components):

· Outer Island Household Rainwater Harvesting Provision

· Urban Rainwater Harvesting Provision

· Improved Rural and Urban Rainwater Harvesting Management

· Improved Drought Yield of National Airport Runway Rainwater Harvesting
· Protection of Majuro’s Groundwater Resources for future drought supply
Partners: Ministry of Health, RMI Environmental Protection Agency, Majuro Water and Sewerage Corporation, Public Works Department, Youth for Youth for Health, Women United Together in the Marshall Islands (WUTMI).

Target groups: Urban disadvantaged households in Majuro and Ebeye and Outer Island rural population in Jaluit, Arno, Mili, Alinglaplap, Namdrik and Kili not beneficiaries in previous rainwater harvesting interventions.
Final beneficiaries: Urban and rural populations of all atolls and islands.
Results: 

· Improved water supply drought mitigation through the provision of 173 rainwater harvesting (RWH) packages (tanks, guttering, down pipes, first flush devices, bases) to Outer Island households not previously receiving RWH support;
· Improved water supply drought mitigation through the provision of 500 rainwater harvesting packages (tanks, guttering, down pipes, first flush devices, bases)  to urban communities of Majuro and Ebeye;
· Improved rainwater harvesting in all participating islands through the training of communities and health centres to monitor drinking water quality and improve water quality;
· Improved water supply drought mitigation to Majuro through evaporation loss reduction and improved rainwater capture and storage from the international airport runway; and
· Improvements to water quality of the Laura freshwater lens, the only drought secure groundwater resource on Majuro.
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