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RMI Projections, 2006 - 2010
After reconciling annual births and deaths totals, I ran three different projections based on the 1999 census, taking into considerations data we now have (did not have in 1999) regarding births, deaths and migration.

Looking at empirical birth and death records over the past 7 years, and considering that these data may well under-represent, but not over-count births and deaths, it appears to us here that 1999 census based mortality estimates (life expectancies) and fertility estimates were too generous, in that they would have resulted in births and death numbers we cannot see.

Mortality
Regarding deaths, we'd be looking at annual figures of around 260-280, yet we are seeing reported numbers averaging 310 per year, between 2000 and 2006.  The life expectancies of 65.7 for males and 69.4 were derived from model life tables, based on Model West; were one to apply the same figures to the Far Eastern Model, we'd obtain life expectancy values of 63.7 for men, and 67.4 for women, which are more compatible with the annual number of deaths we have been witnessing (bearing in mind, they could still be under-counts!).  Hence we have used these values as our projection entry points.

Fertility
Again, redoing the 1999 fertility analysis gives us much lower TFR entry point data.  Applying the Arriage Method (US Census Bureau, ARFE-2), with data for Children ever born and age-specific fertility rates from two successive censuses (1988 and 1999), yields a TFR of 4.38 for 1999, which we used as entry point for the projections.  This value is also in line with (i) what he have empirically observed since 2000, and also (ii) gels with the preliminary DHS estimate of 4.4 for the period 2004-2006.

Migration

This has the single biggest impact on contemporary population growth in the RMI, as we can see from international migration statistics for the RMI, 1990 - 2006, that recently became available, and which have NOT factored into any projections in the 1990s!   This is the sole reason why our projections provide you with a RMI population total of around 53,200, 53,300 people - which is considerably lower than the figures of 57,000 - 62,000 currently floating about.  We have used an annual net migration total of -1,500 for 1999-2001, and then dropping it to -850, which corresponds to the annual net migration total between 2002-2006.

	Year 
	Projection

	2006
	52,160

	2007
	52,700

	2008
	53,240

	2009
	53,760

	2010
	54,310


