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Changes in the Honiara Consumer Price Index: Commentary 
 
The Honiara Consumer Price Index rose by 1.7% from 141.7 in July to 144.1 in August. The rise was due to 
increases in the cost of certain items in the Food, Housing Utilities, Household Operations and Transport & 
Communications sub-sections of the index. 
 
The rise of 3.7% in the Food sub-index was mainly on account of increases in the average prices of rice, which 
rose by 2% to $196.83 per 20kg bag, Coral Fish went up by 25% to $31.05 per kg, Bread up by 25% to $7.50 per 
loaf, Cabin Biscuit, up 10% to $1.63 per packet, Cooking Oil went up by 15% to $12.03 per 600ml bottle and 
Flour, up 3% to $182.75 per 25kg bag. 
 
The prices of Petrol and Diesel which kept increasing since March again rose by 3.19% and 5.64% to $11.97 and 
$14.05 per litre respectively. This is reflected in the 0.9% rise in the Transport & Communications sub-index.  
 
The price of Fuel also went up on account of the price of kerosene which went up by 6.6% resulting in the increase 
of 0.3% in the housing utilities sub-index. 
 
Other recorded increases were in the prices of household supplies and services notably Basket which went up by 
13% to $55.00, and SteelWool which rose by 1.6% to $6.30 per packet. These were reflected in the increase in the 
Household Operations sub-index.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The inflation rate for August calculated on a 3 months moving average was 22.7%, compared to 20% the previous 
month. The inflation rates for imported and domestic items were 33.6% and 15.6% respectively. 
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Table 1:  The Honiara Consumer Price Index by Group (4th Qtr 2005 = 100) 
Table 1.1  Percentage Change in the CPI by group 

On the same month a year ago 

3 month moving average on same period a year ago 
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Table 2:  Price Index for Imported Items by Group 
Table 2.1  Percentage Change in imported items by group 

On the same month a year ago 

3 month moving average on same period a year ago 
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Table 3:  Price Index of Other Items by Group 
Table 3.1  Percentage Change in Other Items by group 

On the same month a year ago 

 3 month moving average on same period a year ago 
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Table 4:  The Honiara Consumer Price Index by Group  (Spliced Series) 
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Table 5: Comparative Prices of Selected Commodities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


