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 Changes in the Honiara Consumer Price Index 

The Honiara Consumer Price Index rose 2.5% from 138.3 in June to 141.8 in July.  This was largely due to increases 

in the prices of Rice, Fuel, Electricity and Domestic Airfares. The unrelenting increase in the price of rice since April 

2008 was due to a world wide shortage in supply, while the recorded increases in electricity charges and airfares 

were caused by the continual increase in fuel prices.  

The Food sub-index rose by 1.3% on account of increase in the prices of rice, which rose 4.6% from $184.9 to 

$193.4 per 20kg bag; Fish & Chips, which went up 13.5% to $14.75 per standard packet; Coral fish [up 0.5% to 

$24.25/lb] and Milo [+5% to $30.70 per 240g can]. Increases were also recorded in the prices of some fresh 

vegetables at the Honiara Market, notably Tomatoes, which rose 5.6% to $17.95/kg, and Fern Cabbage [up17% 

$3.75 per kg]. These were however outweighed by declines in the prices of other market produce such as Ripe 

Bananas[down 2% to $2.30/kg] and Spring Onions [-13% to $16.30/kg] resulting in a slight drop of 0.9% in overall 

prices at the Honiara Market.  

Fuel prices went up again in July. Petrol and Diesel prices rose by 5.7% and 7.4% to $11.60 and $13.30 per litre 

respectively. The persistent increase in fuel prices had forced airlines to increase air fares. Airfares for the 

Honiara/Auki, and Honiara/Gizo routes rose by 46% and 23%, and were now $620 and $1,019 respectively. These 

had resulted in an increase of 6.8% in the Transport & Communications sub-index.   

The Housing & Utilities sub-index also went up 4.1% on account of increases in Electricity charges, which rose 

15.9% to $181.80 per 40 units; Kerosene [up 6.6% to $14.57/litre], and Cooking Gas which rose by 1.6%.   
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The annual inflation rate calculated on a three months moving average basis was 20.1% as at the end of July, an 

increase of 3.6 percentage points over the June figure. The inflation rates for Domestic Items and Imported items 

were 13.7% and 29.8% respectively. 
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Table 1:  The Honiara Consumer Price Index By Group     (4th Qtr 2005 =100) 

 
Table 1.1 Percentage  Change in the CPI by Group 
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Table 2:  Price Index of Imported Items By Group (4th Qtr 2005 =100) 

 

 

 

Table 2.1 Percentage  Change in Imported Items Index by Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.1: Percentage Change in Imported Items Index by Group 
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Table 3:  Price Index of Other Items By Group 

 

 

Table 3.1 Percentage  Change in Other Items Index by Group 
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Table 4:  The Honiara Consumer Price Index By Group (Sliced Series) 
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Table 5.   Comparative Prices of Selected Commodities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


