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THIRTEENTH TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF PACIFIC WOMEN  

&  

SIXTH MEETING OF PACIFIC MINISTERS FOR WOMEN 

 

Provisional Agenda 

 

Monday 2 October 

8:30 am – 3:00 pm:   Pre-Conference Consultation on the Revised Pacific Platform for Action on Gender 

Equality and Women’s Human Rights 

4:00 pm – 8:30 pm:   Opening 13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women 

 

Tuesday 3 October 

8:30 am – 5:00 pm:   13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women 

5:00 pm – 7:30 pm:  Side events 

 

Wednesday 4 October 

8:30 am – 5:00 pm:  13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women  

6:00 pm – 8:30 pm:   Opening of the 6th Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women  

 

Thursday 5 October 

8:30 am – 5:00 pm:  6th Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women 
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1. The theme proposed for the conference and Ministerial meeting is the economic empowerment of Pacific 

women with the objective to identify strategic measures and make recommendations to support the economic 

empowerment and wellbeing of Pacific women.  The theme will encompass employment in the formal and informal 

sectors; unpaid care work; social protection; impacts of macroeconomic policies; budgeting and financing for gender 

equality and women’s human rights.  The conference will be an opportunity to use the revised Pacific Platform for 

Action on Gender Equality and Women’s Human Rights (PPA) to streamline the reflection along its five strategic 

objectives related to research and data, gender mainstreaming processes, partnerships, sustained investments, and 

accountability.  

2. The 13th triennial conference of Pacific Women will be held on 2, 3 and 4 of October 2017.  The conference 

is a unique space to share and learn from countries’ experience to support women’s economic empowerment and 

wellbeing and strengthen partnerships between representatives of government institutions, civil society 

organisations, academics, private sector and development partners.   

3. The purpose of the Conference is to share experience, reflect on progress and challenges, and identify 

strategic and practical measures to accelerate progress towards women’s economic empowerment at national and 

regional levels.  

4. The 6th Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women will open on the evening of the 4th of October and conclude 

on 5th of October 2017.  The Ministerial meeting is a continuation of the Conference where political positions and 

agreements on the Conference’s recommendations and strategic actions will take place. Ministers will discuss the 

structural barriers they face within government to progress women’s economic empowerment.  

5. The Ministerial meeting also offers the opportunity to get a regional agreement on the adoption of the 

revised Pacific Platform for Action for gender equality and women’s human rights, which proposes measures to 

accelerate regional and national commitments to gender equality including the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 

Development and the Pacific Leaders Gender Equality Declaration. 

Negotiation of the recommendations of the outcomes document 

6. A “draft zero” of the outcomes document will be submit to the countries one (1) month prior to the 

Conference to enable the countries to conduct in-country consultations and come to the meeting with agreed 

positions.  1 ½  hours (or more) each day of the Conference will be dedicated to the negotiation of the outcomes 

document including the strategic and practical measures to accelerate progress towards women’s economic 

empowerment, which will be officially endorsed at the  meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women.  The aim of this 

process is for the region to come with agreed positions to be further carried out in other official regional meetings 

(e.g. FEMM) and global negotiation processes.   

The proposed organisation of work of the Conference 

7. The two and half days Conference of Pacific Women will propose a combination of interactive dialogues, 

roundtables, parallel sessions, and the negotiation of the recommendations of the outcomes document. 

8. The one and half days Ministerial meeting will include a high level dialogue composed of Pacific Islands 

Leaders who will share their views on the importance of progressing women’s economic empowerment and gender 

equality to achieve sustainable development and resilience of Pacific community.  
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Pre-Conference Consultation on the Revised Pacific Platform for Action on Gender 

Equality and Women’s Human Rights 

2 October 2017 

Lami, Fiji Islands 

 

At the 5th Ministers for Women meeting held in Rarotonga in October 2013, the Ministers recommended the review 
of the Revised Pacific Platform for Action for the Advancement of Women and Gender Equality (RPPA).  The revised 
PPA will be object of a final consultation prior to being presented to the Women’s Ministers and Senior Government 
officials for endorsement.   

 

MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 

8:30 am – 9:00 am Welcome and presentation of the objectives of the consultation 

9:00 am- 10:00 am 1. Overview Gender equality in the Pacific islands countries and territories 
Finding from the Beijing + 20 review and report of the Pacific Leaders Declaration on Gender 
Equality  
 
Session outcome:  The participants will have enhanced knowledge on the status of gender 
equality in the Pacific islands countries and territories. 
 

10:00 am – 10:30 am 2. Overview of regional commitments to gender equality 
 
Session outcome:  Participants will have better understanding of regional instruments such 
as the PPA, RPPA, PLGED, and others, their countries have endorsed  
 

10:30 am – 11:00 am Morning tea 

 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 3. Group work on accelerating and measuring progress towards gender equality and 
women’s human rights  
Session outcome:  Participants will have expressed their views on the direction and content 
of the revised Pacific Platform for Action, which aims at accelerating progress towards 
gender equality 

1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch 
 

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 4. Summary and recommendations for the revised PPA 
Session outcome:  an agreement on the content of the revised PPA that will be submit to 
Ministers for its endorsement. 
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Thirteenth Triennial Conference of Pacific Women 

Theme:  Pacific Women’s Economic Empowerment: Challenges and Opportunities 

2 to 4 of October 2017 

Lami, Fiji Islands 

 

In the light of global, regional and national commitments to support Pacific women’s economic empowerment, the 

Conference provides a space to discuss challenges and share experiences towards supporting the economic 

empowerment of Pacific women with the purpose of identifying strategic and innovative measures to accelerate 

progress.  

MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 

4:00 – 6:00 pm Registration 

6:00 – 7:30 pm Official opening address by SPC Deputy Director General 

 Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

 Key note speaker and opening panel discussion  (public sector, private sector, CSOs, development 
partner) 

Session outcome: Different aspects of women’s economic empowerment are being presented and 
will guide the reflection of the discussions in the Conference 

 Dinner 

TUESDAY 3 OCTOBER 

7:30 – 8:30 am Registration (Cont.) 

8:30 – 10:00 am Agenda ITEM 1 

 Regional overview on enabling factors and barriers to Pacific women’s economic empowerment.  

Presenter: SPC 

Presentation of the regional overview including a situation analysis of women’s economic 
empowerment and recommendations to accelerate progress in this area.   
 
Session outcome: An analysis of factors enabling and constraining women’s economic empowerment 
in the Pacific islands countries and territories will support delegates’ deliberations on strategic 
approach and measures to accelerate progress.  

  

Country response and discussion period 

Note: background paper to be developed and shared to the countries prior to the meeting – will 
shape the ‘zero draft’ of the outcomes document. 
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10:30 – 12:00 pm Agenda ITEM 2 

 Opportunities and challenges for formal and informal employment of Pacific women – Panel 
discussion  

Panellists1: TBD – 5 country representatives talk about their experience  

This session will explore the opportunities and challenges to women’s employment by sharing 
experiences across the region to promote and support women’s economic empowerment.   

Session outcome:  Concrete measures are identified to expand economic opportunities for women. 

 Country response and discussion period 

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 pm Parallel sessions /experience sharing (3 to 4)2 

Session outcome:  Sharing of experience from across the region and agreements on way forward to 
effectively support women’s economic empowerment and progress regional agenda for gender 
equality 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Parallel sessions /experience sharing (3 to 4) 

Outcome:  Sharing of experience from across the 
region and agreements on way forward to 
effectively support women’s economic 
empowerment and progress regional agenda for 
gender equality 

Negotiation Outcomes document 

Outcome:  agreement on the priorities and 
measure to implement at the country and 
regional level to effectively support women’s 
economic empowerment 

6:00 – 7:30 pm Evening side events  

 
 

  

                                                             
1 It is proposed to use a “talk show” format for the panel discussions to avoid long presentations and allow time for delegates to ask questions 

2 Parallel sessions could be a sharing of experience, a panel discussion, a short training, a consultation, etc. They should relate to the 

conference’s theme (e.g. SRHR and WEE) and include a discussion on 1 or more strategic objective of the new PPA (research and data; 

mainstreaming; partnership; finance; accountability) 
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WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER 

8:30 – 10:00 am Agenda ITEM 3 

 Obstacles and enabling environment for women’s economic empowerment 

Panellists: TBD – Speakers from key sectors share their experiences (public, private sectors and 
CSOs) 

Women’s economic empowerment does not only depend on employment opportunities. Women 
face structural, and social and cultural obstacles that deprive them of equal opportunities to 
employment and income generation including gender roles, norms and stereotypes. The obstacles 
are implicit or explicit in legislation, regulations and policies, and the enforcement of these.  

This session will support a reflection on issues such as unpaid care work, social protection, and the 
impacts of macroeconomic policies and workplace environments that challenge the economic 
empowerment of women; as well as experiences across the region contributing to remove these 
obstacles. 

Outcome:  The social and institutional context impacting on women’s economic empowerment is 
being discussed and support the identification of concrete measures to be implemented at the 
country level and at the regional level to shape social and economic policies that work for women 

 Country response and discussion period 

10:30 – 12:00 pm Agenda ITEM 4 

Investing in gender equality, women’s economic empowerment and women’s human rights 

Panellists (Ministers of Finance, Development Partners, Financial Institution) 

This session will discuss diverse funding modalities for supporting women’s economic 
empowerment.  Representatives of government, development partners, and financial institutions 
will present their programmes and financial strategies. 

Session outcome:  Identify financing modalities for women’s economic empowerment and strategic 
approach for increasing investments in the Pacific islands countries for women’s economic 
empowerment and, more broadly, on gender equality.   

Country response and discussion period 

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 pm Parallel sessions /experience sharing  

Outcome:  Sharing of experience from across 
the region and agreements on way forward to 
effectively support women’s economic 
empowerment and progress regional agenda 
for gender equality 

Negotiation Outcomes document 

Outcome:  agreement on the priorities and 
measure to implement at the country and 
regional level to effectively support women’s 
economic empowerment 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Parallel sessions /experience sharing  

Outcome:  Sharing of experience from across the region and agreements on way forward to 
effectively support women’s economic empowerment and progress regional agenda for gender 
equality 
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Sixth Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women  

Theme:  Accelerating progress for Pacific Women’s Economic Empowerment  

4 and 5 of October 2017 

Lami, Fiji 

 

The purpose of the 6th  Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women is to endorse strategic measures to be implemented at 
the regional and national level to achieve significant progress on women’s economic empowerment as recommended 
by the Thirteenth Triennial Conference of Pacific Women.   

 

WEDNESDAY 4 OCTOBER 

6:00 – 7:30 pm Official opening address by SPC Director General 

 Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

 High Level Panel – Pacific Leaders  

Outcome:  Revitalisation of political will to progress gender equality and significantly support 
women’s economic empowerment 

Dinner 

THURSDAY 5 OCTOBER 

8:30 – 10:00 am Agenda ITEM 1 

 Progress and challenges in implementing Regional commitments on Women’s Economic 
Empowerment  

Presenters: PIFS and SPC 

Panel: Ministers from Finances - TBC  

A summary report on the status of regional commitments made on women’s economic 
empowerment will be presented to the Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women; including an 
overview of progress made against the Pacific Leaders Gender Equality Declaration. Following the 
CSO dialogue earlier this year, Forum Economic Ministers made recommendations related to the 
need for tailored training to enhance employability, a youth economic empowerment fund, 
entrepreneurship training initiatives, measuring budgetary allocations towards women’s economic 
empowerment and benchmarks for gender responsive budgets. It will also include presentation of 
regional SDG indicators for women’s economic empowerment. The paper will highlight initiatives 
from the French and American territories. The Pacific Ministers will discuss a series of 
recommendations relating how to accelerate engagement across regional initiatives and decision 
making bodies.  

Session outcome:  Regional process for progressing women’s economic empowerment are being 
discussed and recommendations are made to accelerate implementation of regional and national 
commitments.   

 Country response and discussion period 
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10:30 – 12:00 pm Agenda ITEM 2 

 Adoption of the Pacific Platform for Action on Gender Equality and Women’s Human Rights 
(PPA) 

Presenter: SPC 

At the 5th Ministers for Women meeting held in Rarotonga, Cook Islands in 2013, Minister’s 
recommended the review of the Revised Pacific Platform for Action for the Advancement of 
Women and Gender Equality (RPPA). An independent review of the RPPA conducted in 2014/2015 
recommended SPC, in partnership with Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) and with input from 
all PICTS, should coordinate the development of a regional platform or plan of action for gender 
equality and the advancement of women. The new PPA has been designed as an instrument to 
accelerate progress towards gender equality in the region, in particular commitments made 
through the Pacific Leaders Gender Equality Declaration, and the Sustainable Development Goal 5 
on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, and national gender policies. The 13th Triennial 
Conference of Pacific Women presents the new PPA to Ministers for women for endorsement. 

Session outcome:  Endorsement of the new PPA and identification of way forward for its 
implementation 

Country response, discussion period, endorsement  

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 pm Agenda ITEM 3:  

Endorsement of the outcomes documents and positioning in regional forum 

The outcome statement of the 13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women reflect the regional 
priorities identified to support women’s economic empowerment and wellbeing. The outcomes 
statement is intended to be an instrument to guide the development and implementation of 
policies and programmes by countries, territories regional organisations and development 
partners. The 13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women presents the outcomes document to 
Pacific Ministers for Women for discussion and endorsement.   

Ministers for women and senior government officials are invited discuss ways to promote relevant 
recommendations from the 13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women in other regional meetings, 
such as ministers’ meetings, to more broadly progress women’s economic empowerment in the 
region and across a range of sectors to mobilise resources and generate action.   

Session outcome:  Ministers endorse the outcomes document of the Conference which propose a 
series of measures for supporting Pacific women’s economic empowerment  

Country response, discussion period, endorsement 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Open floor and closing remarks of the 13th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women and 6th 
Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women 
 
This session will provide an opportunity for any final thoughts or observations from the floor; 
followed by closing remarks.  
 

  

SPC expresses its gratitude to the Australian Government for their support in 

making these events possible 

 


