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SPC ACTIVITIES

SPC’s Strategic Policy and Plan-
ning Unit and the Division of
Marine Resources have begun a
new research project to assess the
potential impact of climate
change on fisheries and aquacul-
ture in the Pacific. The project is
funded by AusAID and is
designed to equip policy-makers,
managers and scientists in the
fisheries sector with information
on the projected impacts of cli-
mate change on the productivity
of oceanic, coastal and freshwa-
ter fisheries, and aquaculture.
The project will also identify the
planning and management
needs required to build resilience
to these impacts.

In addition to reviewing the
advances made since the late
1990s in modelling the impacts
of climate change on oceanogra-
phy, weather and fisheries, the
study will assess the: 

• vulnerability of fish habitats,
fish stocks and fisheries to
climate change;

• implications of climate
change with regards to
national and regional plans
to optimise the use of fish-
eries resources for economic
growth, food security and
livelihoods;

• adaptations and manage-
ment needed to maintain the
benefits of fisheries in the
face of climate change;

• regional capacity to forecast
and mitigate the effects of
climate change on fisheries
and aquaculture; and

• priorities for cost-effective
development assistance to
address the effects of climate
change on fisheries.

A technical working group
(TWG) of experts will be estab-
lished to help produce a com-
prehensive assessment of the
vulnerability of fish habitats,
fish stocks and fisheries to cli-
mate change, and to guide the

other components of the project.
The TWG will comprise experts
from advanced scientific institu-
tions in SPC member countries,
and from other Council of
Regional Organisations in the
Pacific (CROP) agencies.

A special effort will be made to
keep the region informed about
the progress of this important
project. Details will be provided
at the Forum Fisheries Commit-
tee Meeting in Palau in May. A
website for the project will also
be established in May and will
be updated regularly. Further
information can be obtained
from Johann Bell at SPC’s
Strategic Policy and Planning
Unit (johannb@spc.int).

Training on Fisheries Statistics and Stock Assessment Phase II

The Fisheries Statistics and Stock
Assessment training (phase II) is
one of SPC’s Coastal Fisheries
Management Section’s follow-
up activities from phase I, con-
ducted at the University of the
South Pacific (USP) in Suva, Fiji
in November 2006. Phase I
introduced participants to the
basic principles of statistics and
stock assessment, and the use of

statistical software for fisheries
data analysis. Participants were
given an assignment of
analysing existing data in their
respective countries under the
supervision of course instruc-
tors. The six-month-long assign-
ment was a requirement for
entry into phase II, which was
held at USP in Apia, Samoa
from 14–25 January 2008.

Financial assistance for the
training came from the Com-
monwealth Secretariat and the
Government of Iceland through
the United Nations University,
Fisheries Training Programme
(UNU-FTP), with support from
USP.

The Coastal Fisheries Management Section began the year with three regional activities:  the Fisheries Statistics
and Stock Assessment training (phase II), the Heads of Fisheries Policy and Planning Workshop, and the Heads
of Fisheries Special Session.


