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 NEw CALEDONIAN FISHERIES OFFICERS RETURN wITH LOBSTER FARMING TECHNIQUES

In recent decades, New Cal-
edonia’s aquaculture sector has 
mostly focused on shrimp farm-
ing, although there is now an in-
terest in diversifying to other ma-
rine products. New Caledonia 
is  encouraging industries that 
can uilise the country’s diverse 
and abundant natural resources 
to build up a small- to medium-
scale aquaculture sector.

One area for expansion is the 
capture and culture of lobster 
pueruli through affordable 
techniques that, if deployed 
on an artisanal scale, could 
benefit households while 
also creating sustainable 
incomes. In Vietnam, lob-
ster culture — based on 
wild-caught pueruli — has 
boomed in recent years. 
There, small-scale fisherfolk 
capture pueruli using spe-
cial collection devices (Fig. 
1) and sell the pueruli to 
middlemen, who bulk sell 
them to lobster farmers. All 
farming activities take place 
at sea, and are mostly con-
centrated in the central ar-
eas of Vietnam, around Nah 
Trang (Fig. 2). The main 
species of lobster raised is 
Panulirus ornatus (Fig. 3), 
which can reach 1 kg in less 
than 18 months.

The Fisheries Development 
Agency (DDR) of New Cal-
edonia’s Southern Province 
requested SPC’s Aquacul-
ture Section to help with 
organising a study visit to 
Vietnam’s lobster farming 
areas. With further assist-
ance from Dr Clive Jones 
from the Northern Fisheries 
Centre in Cairns, Australia, 
three fisheries officers from 
New Caledonia’s DDR (Ber-
nard Fao, Thomas Réquillart 
and Emmanuel Coutures) 
were attached to the Uni-
versity of Nah Trang (Pr 
Anh Tuan) for two weeks, 
where they visited the Nah 

Trang lobster farming area for 
hands-on work experience. This 
allowed the New Caledonian 
fisheries officers to understand 
the basics of lobster farming as 
well as the possible impediments 
of applying techniques in New 
Caledonia. 

New Caledonia’s fisheries offic-
ers were able to observe and con-
duct activities as varied as setting 
up and harvesting pueruli collec-
tors, cage grow-out techniques, 

lobster feeding and husbandry, 
transporting pueruli, and disease 
management. Later on, the offic-
ers attended an ACIAR-funded 
international lobster symposi-
um. During this event, they were 
able to meet lobster specialists 
from Australia, Southeast Asia 
and the Caribbean.

It has been observed that at 
times, some areas of New Cale-
donia have very good (although 
unpredictable) lobster settle-

ment. DDR officers wish to 
trial the pueruli collection 
techniques that they ob-
served in Vietnam and as-
sess whether such an activ-
ity will be technically viable 
in New Caledonia. Once 
(and if) this is proven, the 
economics of lobster farm-
ing in New Caledonia will 
be worked out in order to 
supply a year-round com-
modity that will command 
(locally) premium prices of 
over USD 30/kg.

DDR has asked SPC’s 
Aquaculture Section to as-
sist in carrying out the ini-
tial trials of pueruli collec-
tion. Two different types of 
collectors (mesh nets and 
drilled wood) will be trialed 
on longline systems in New 
Caledonian waters from 
June to September 2009. 
Collectors will be moni-
tored two to three times a 
week to assess the poten-
tial for pueruli collection 
in areas that are renowned 
for their substantial lobster 
settlement during winter 
months.

For further information, 
contact Antoine Teitelbaum, 
SPC’s Aquaculture Officer 
(antoinet@spc.int) or Tho-
mas Requillart, New Cal-
edonia’s DDR Aquaculture 
Programme Manager (tho-
mas.requillart@province-
sud.nc).

Figure 1.  A net and a piece of wood with 
holes in it for collecting lobster pueruli.

Figure 2.  Net cages used to grow-out 
lobsters in the Nha Trang area of Vietnam.

Figure 3: Juvenile Panulirus ornatus prior to 
their transfer to grow-out cages.


