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What’s next?

Tagging

The main purpose for tagging 
tuna is to obtain information 
on stock status. It has been sug-
gested that instead of organis-
ing a large tagging experiment 
every 10–15 years, it would 
be more efficient to conduct 
“ongoing tagging” (i.e. two 
to three months every year) 
to regularly update the data 
needed for stock assessments. 
The FV Soltai 105 and its well-
trained crew would have been 
the perfect tagging platform for 
this purpose but the future of 
the few pole-and-line vessels 

remaining from the Soltai fleet 
is currently less than certain.

Two additional central Pacific 
tagging cruises are scheduled 
for May and October 2010.

Soltai pole-and-line vessels in port 
in Noro, Solomon Islands.

Analysis 

We expect a final tag recovery 
rate of around 15%. No doubt 
the amount of information col-
lected will keep the Stock As-
sessment and Modelling section 
of SPC’s Oceanic Fisheries Pro-
gramme busy for quite a while!  
 
First use of the data will be pre-
sented during the next Scientific 
Committee of the Western and 
Central Pacific Fisheries Com-
mission, which is scheduled to 
be held in Tonga in 2010. 

1. The Soltai fishing company ceased 
its fishing activities in 2009.

  NEW SPC PUBLICATION: Longline 
terminal gear identification guide

This new SPC publication will help observers, re-
searchers, and captains of longline boats to correctly 
identify hooks, swivels, trace lines and baits used in 
pelagic longline fishing. It is important for longline 
terminal gear to be correctly identified because it has 
an effect not only on target species catch rates, but also 
on catch rates and post-release survival of bycatch 
species, including marine turtles. The guide is divid-
ed into four sections: hooks used in longline fishing, 
swivels, trace lines, and baits (including lightsticks). 
Of these, the most important are longline hooks. Past 
and current research shows that the use of large cir-
cle hooks reduces the catch rate of some bycatch spe-
cies while improving (or not affecting) the catch of 
target species. Circle hooks also improve the chances 
of post-capture survival of released bycatch species. 
Standardisation of hook types and sizes is therefore 
very important for data recording and analysis for 
observer logsheets, wheelhouse logsheets, and for sci-
entific studies on the effects of terminal gear on catch 
rates and post-capture survival. 

The pocket-size guide (95 mm x 135 mm) is printed on 
plastic for use in a marine environment. It was printed 
with financial support from Australia and the Pacific 
Islands Forum Fisheries Agency.

For more information on this publication and ways to 
obtain copies, please contact:

Steve Beverly 
SPC Fisheries Development Officer 

(SteveB@spc.int)


