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SPC ACTIVITIES

News from the SciCOFish project

The SciCOFish project provides a reliable and improved scientific basis for management and decision-
making in oceanic and coastal fisheries, giving Pacific African, Caribbean and Pacific (Pacific-ACP) 
countries the means to develop efficient management measures, the skills to monitor their effectiveness, and 
some important tools to combat illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing activities.

The oceanic activities provide scientific support for new 
tuna management initiatives adopted by P-ACPs at a 
critical time for conservation of stocks, in particular, 
intensive observer training and enhancement of national 
fishing activity databases. Coastal activities are focused 
on projects combining an urgent resource management 
issue with a strong local capability to address the issue 
and maintain a long-term programme.

New staff 

Four more people have joined the SciCOFish staff, 
bringing the counts to ten people.

Fisheries Data Officer: Bruno Deprez

Bruno is an engineer with a Master’s 

degree in Information Technology. He 

has worked in different professional set-

tings, from developing pharmaceutical 

software in the USA to setting up a new 

statistical information system for use 

with socioeconomic and stock evaluation surveys for the 

Seychelles Fishing Authority. For SciCOFish, Bruno will be 

in charge of the oceanic fisheries data audit. These audits 

will be conducted both in-country and at SPC headquar-

ters, and will be applied to logsheets, port sampling and 

unloading data. The main purpose of conducting these 

audits is to increase the average quality of the data pro-

vided to the different commissions and to SPC scientists.

Observer Support and Development 
Coordinator: Peter Sharples

After securing a Bachelor of Science 

degree in physiology, Peter pursued a 

variety of technical and training roles 

around the world before training as 

a New Zealand fisheries observer. A 

decade of observer and off-shore field 

technician work in locations ranging from the sub-Antarc-

tic to the equator included a diverse range of services to the 

SPC region, including monitoring drift net fishing; tagging 

tuna; surveying fishery resources for Pitcairn Island; and 

reviewing and re-designing the US Multilateral Treaty 

observer programme. Peter led a team of “super” observ-

ers in the European Union (EU)-funded South Pacific 

Regional Tuna Resource Assessment and Monitoring 

project as they laid a base for establishing national observer 

programmes throughout the region and established Papua 

New Guinea’s large and effective observer programme. 

Peter’s strong observing and training background, history 

of working and living in the Pacific Islands region, and his 

pivotal role in several major regional observer initiatives 

while working as the SPC Oceanic Fisheries Programme 

(OFP) Regional Port Sampler and Observer Coordinator 

funded under the EU’s PROCFish and SciFish projects 

(2003–2010) have molded him for this role with the Sci-

COFish project.

Observer Training and Support 
Officer: Siosifa Fukofuka

Sifa was educated in Tonga and then at 

the University of the South Pacific where 

he graduated in 1990. After five years of 

working for the Cook Islands Ministry of 

Marine Resources, he joined SPC’s OFP 

as one of the small team of “super’ observers tasked with 

collecting baseline data from every major tuna fishing 

fleet in the SPC region. This experience led him into the 

world of observer training in which he has been the sole 

dedicated observer trainer for tuna fisheries in the SPC 

region from 2002 until now, funded under the EU-spon-

sored PROCFish and SciFish projects. In the latter years 

of that work, Sifa passed on his observer training skills to 

others and this will be a prime focus of his work under the 

SciCoFish project.

Fisheries Scientist (ecosystem 
modelling): Jesus Jurado Molina

Jesus Jurado-Molina received a Bach-

elor’s degree in biology and Master’s 

degree in sciences (biological oceanog-

raphy and fisheries) from the University 

of Mexico. He received his PhD from 

the University of Washington (USA) 

in 2001, working with a multispecies virtual population 

analysis and a multispecies forecasting model for the 

eastern Bering Sea. He worked from 2001 to 2006 for the 

University of Washington as a contractor for the Alaska 

Fisheries Science Center, where he was in charge of updat-

ing and developing multispecies models, in particular, the 

multispecies statistical model for the Bering Sea. In 2007 
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he started working for the Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 

in Mexico as Director General de Investigación Pesquera 

del Atlántico, where he coordinated fisheries research in 

the Gulf of Mexico and Mexican Caribbean Sea. He began 

working at SPC in 2009 as a fisheries scientist (population 

dynamics and ecosystem modelling). His work focuses on 

the adaptation and development of the Spatial Ecosystem 

and Population Dynamics Model (SEAPODYM) as a tool 

for tuna resource management in the South Pacific.

Timor Leste: A new country partner for SPC

Timor Leste is a Pacific-ACP country for the purposes of EDF10 (European Development Fund), and 
therefore needs to be included in the SPC EU project SciCOFish. As a non-member of SPC, Timor Leste 
has never benefited from SPC assistance, and the organisation has little information and few in-country 
contacts. For this reason, an initial SPC visit was planned in order to meet national partners, identify 
priorities for project engagement, and make an initial assessment of the different issues in the sector. 

Fisheries in Timor Leste

Timor Leste comprises the eastern half of the island of 
Timor; the island of Atauro and the Oecussi enclave on 
the north coast of Indonesian West Timor. The north 
coast of the main island is characterised by a narrow 
fringing reef that drops off sharply into deep water. 

Most of the catches from this area comprise small 
pelagic fish species such as round scad, sardines, juvenile 
tunas, which are caught mainly with nets around FADs 
and with lights. Fishers deploy their own FADs using 
bamboo payao-style rafts. Some reef fish catches are also 
seen on the market in Dili. 

Fishing is mainly from double-outrigger canoes, both 
paddled and with outboard motors. A number of 
fiberglass mono-hull vessels with outboards have also 
been provided under an aid programme. Many of the 
country’s larger fishing vessels were destroyed in the 
fighting at the time of separation from Indonesia, but 
a dozen or so are now operational. These tend to fish 

more on the south coast, in the Timor Sea, which is 
shallow and suitable for trawling. There is reportedly a 
lot of illegal fishing in this area. 

Inland fisheries resources include introduced tilapia 
and some endemic species. There is some aquaculture 
of Eucheuma seaweed. In the past, prawns and milkfish 
were cultured. The government is promoting diving and 
sport fishing as tourist attractions.

Fisheries, however is not the country’s economic 
mainstay; instead, agricultural production for local 
consumption and growing coffee for export are the main 
economic activities. Never the less, there are an estimated 
20,000 artisanal fishers in Timor Leste (more than many 
in Pacific Island countries), and fish is important for 
food security. The government also benefits from royalty 
payments for oil, which is collected directly from oil rigs 
in the Timor Sea under a resource-sharing agreement 
with Australia. Maritime boundaries have not been 
agreed to on either side, and are a contentious issue. 

Fisheries Directorate office at Com, which has been 
suggested as a base for SPC support in monitoring 

offshore fisheries.


