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NEWS FROM IN AND AROUND THE REGION

Implementing the full vessel day scheme1

Source:  Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources News, 7 December 20112

The Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources Authority (NFMRA) has changed the basis of its purse-seine 
fishery licence fee structure for 2012.

1 The vessel day scheme (VDS) is a scheme where vessel owners can purchase and trade days fishing at sea in places subject to the Parties to the 

Nauru Agreement (PNA). The purpose of the VDS is to constrain and reduce catches of target tuna species, and increase the rate of return from 

fishing activities through access fees paid by distant water fishing nations (DWFNs).  The total allocation of fishing days is set and apportioned 

between Pacific Island members for one-year periods up to three years in advance. Source: http://www.ffa.int/taxonomy/term/6
2 http://nfmra.blogspot.com/2011/12/implementing-full-vds.html

Instead of permitting foreign vessels to fish until the 

limit of Nauru’s total annual allocation of vessel fishing-

days is reached in return for a fixed licence fee — the so-

called “Olympic” allocation — NFMRA is now allowing 

purse-seine fleets to purchase exclusive vessel-days fish-

ing opportunities. These can only be used in the Nauru 

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in 2012.

Under the previous system, the Nauru EEZ had to be 

closed to most classes of purse-seiners when the Nauru 

zone allocation was reached. Under the new system, ves-

sels will be able to pace their fishing, and use their fish-

ing days entitlements in Nauru at any point throughout 

the 2012 season.

The minimum price for a single purse-seine fishing day 

in the Nauru EEZ in 2012 is USD 5,000, and NFMRA 

has put 1200 of these vessel-day fishing opportunities 

up for sale to any vessel-owner or fleet association that 

pays the access fee for a purse-seine fishing licence, and 

is willing to abide by the conditions of the licence.

The first block of days was sold yesterday to a fleet, 

which has been increasing its effort in the Nauru EEZ 

in recent years.

An additional number of 2012 Nauru fishing days — 

over 400 — are being held in reserve for development 

purposes. NFMRA will control the use of these days 

and the disposition of the 12,000 tonnes of tuna that are 

likely to result from them. 

NFMRA will be inviting interested vessel-owning com-

panies to become partners or contractors in harvesting 

and marketing Nauru fish caught under this develop-

ment arrangement. 
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Hauling the purse seine (Image: Marc Taquet FADIO/IRD, Ifremer)


