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Coastal fisheries management, including CBFM, is a natio-
nal responsibility. In acknowledging the sovereignty of 
PICTs over their coastal resources and the need for a strate-
gic approach to support all coastal communities, the pur-
pose of the Framework for Action is to provide guidance to 
PICTs in scaling up CBFM that supports local communities 
and achieves national and regional coastal fisheries manage-
ment goals. The Framework for Action is available online in 
both English5 and French.6

Framework for Action: 2021–2025 
The vision of the Framework for Action stems from the 
vision of “A New Song for Coastal Fisheries – pathways to 
change: The Noumea strategy”,3 and follows the lead of the 
“Future of Fisheries: A Regional Roadmap for sustainable 
Pacific fisheries”.4

Figure 1. Pacific Framework for Action on Scaling 
up Community-based Fisheries Management: 
2021–2025.

Background
Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) have agreed to scale up community-based fisheries management (CBFM) in 
the region. This commitment was established by fisheries ministers at the July 2021 Second Regional Fisheries Ministers Mee-
ting (RFMM2) through the endorsement of the “Pacific Framework for Action on Scaling up Community-based Fisheries 
Management: 2021–2025” (Framework for Action). This is the first regional policy to focus on CBFM in the region’s coastal 
areas. The Framework for Action was also approved by the 13th SPC Heads of Fisheries (HoF13) meeting that was held vir-
tually in June 2021.
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Implementation
The Pacific Community (SPC) is pleased to present the 
Framework for Action to its members and partners, and to 
help enable the effective support and empowerment of coastal 
communities to scale up CBFM. SPC will work with govern-
ment agencies and staff, CBFM practitioners, other regional 
agencies, non-governmental organisations and civil society 
organisations, donors and other development partners to sup-
port its implementation through effective coordination and 
fruitful collaboration for the benefit of our local communities. 

High-level political engagement
Two key challenges for scaling up were identified during 
regional consultations: 1) inadequate budget and staff-
ing of fisheries agencies for coastal fisheries management, 
especially for CBFM; and 2) poorly supported subnational 
approaches to CBFM.

These two key challenges cannot be addressed by local com-
munities but are important aspects that require high-level 
political support and engagement. The Framework for 
Action recognises these current constraints by providing 
regionally appropriate priority actions that could be selected 

by PICTs to assist in producing nationally relevant strategic 
approaches for scaling up CBFM.  
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