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Ethical and inclusive:  
New guide provides practical tips on communicating about small-scale fisheries
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The contributions of small-scale fisheries in the Pacific 
Islands region are immense and diverse. Yet inaccurate or 
problematic messages can result in small-scale fisheries being 
seen (incorrectly) as weak, poor, primitive and exploitative. 
In turn, this influences the ideas and views of decision-makers 
about how small-scale fisheries should be governed, thereby 
influencing outcomes.

To combat this, a new guide has been released to provide 
simple and practical guidance on how to communicate about 
small-scale fisheries in an inclusive and ethical way. Ensuring 
communications are responsible and aligned with best 
practices will contribute to well-informed, strong and viable 
small-scale fisheries.

Who is the guide for? It is for people and organisations 
working to raise awareness of small-scale fisheries and 
influence policy and practice. This could be at the level or 
on a global scale.

How was the guide developed? It draws on inputs from 
groups from different regions and contexts that represent 
or work in support of small-scale fisheries; for example, 
the social contract developed and used by the Locally 
Managed Marine Area Network for more than 20 years.

What is in the guide?
•	 Accurate messages. The guide busts some 

problematic messages and highlights how small-
scale fisheries encompass a wide range of activities, 
catches are made up of diverse aquatic foods, and 
communities hold deep knowledge to manage and 
govern small-scale fisheries. 

For example, small-scale fisheries are sometimes 
seen as too hard to manage because they are 
diverse, dynamic and spread out. But, as is 
customary in many Pacific Islands, small-scale 
fisheries can be effectively managed by local 
communities.

•	 Good communication practices. A range of 
communication practices must be upheld to ensure 
communications about small-scale fisheries are 
ethical and inclusive. These include collaboration, 
legitimate representation, accurate messaging and 
language, diverse voices, respect all knowledge 
types, accurate photos, and wide access. 

For example, when organising an event, ensure 
diverse representation among speakers in relation 

to sexes, geographies, affiliations, and ages. Or 
when talking about women in small-scale fisheries, 
ensure they are presented as equal contributors in 
terms of their roles, skills and knowledge. Avoid 
using the word “fishers” as this typically refers to 
men, resulting in women being overlooked.

•	 Positive examples. We can learn much by looking 
at outstanding communication examples. For 
example, International Collective in Support 
of Fishworkers has prepared local language 
versions of the Voluntary Guidelines on Securing 
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of 
Food Security and Poverty Eradication. Another 
example highlights how the World Forum of 
Fisher Peoples has interpretation available in up to 
10 languages for its member meetings.

A huge thanks to all contributors and reviewers of the 
guide, including those bringing a Pacific perspective 
and experience – Sangeeta Mangubhai, Stacy Jupiter, 
Anouk Ride, Patrick Smallhorn-West and Hugh Govan.

Download the free guide:  
https://digitalarchive.worldfishcenter.org/

handle/20.500.12348/5269


