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Thank you Chair, warm greetings to you and fellow Delegates from all member countries 

National Priorities 
Niue Government working in partnership with Niue Ocean Wide Project (NOW), FFA and SPC has 
completed the National Compliance Strategy and which was recently approved by Cabinet.  The 
Compliance Strategy is a Policy document that deals with the 40% large scale Marine protected area 
of Niue’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) that Government declared its establishment back in October 
2017. The compliance strategy will support the monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) and 
enforcement of Niue’s EEZ and associated marine spatial management plan (MSMP)  

FADs 
These much-needed devices are recognised as a sophisticated means of fish attractions for 
fisherfolks in terms of food security, hence continuing to deploy and maintaining them regularly is 
one of the priorities for the divisions.   Currently there are 12 FADS in place, 5 are offshores 
deployed at the depth between 800 – 1100 meters. and 7 inshore deployed at a depth range of 250-
350 meters. We have also deployed 7 of 9 mini FADs for baitfish (mackerel scad) closer to the reef, 
or about 30-50 meters behind the breakers. This is a trial initiate that in the pipeline couple of years 
back. Fortunately, it was revived and discussed with SPC (William Sukimi) who was in Niue 
conducting longline fishing method for vaka fisherman last year and was very supportive of the idea.   
These mini FADs are allocated and dedicated for canoe fishers only and are restricted to any boat 
activities. Acknowledgment with great appreciation to SPC for your support this year and looking 
forward to other activities next years.  

Current activities 
The continuation of seaweed growing trial from last year is again halted by unsuccessful attempts to 
maintain it growing process.  Although it started with impressive growth rate, in the end they died 
off in 4-5 weeks. There was heavy rainfall recorded during this week which the Team felt it may have 
contributed to their growth. 
 

Sea safety 
 There’s been a significant amount of resources put into this activity. Initiated with SPC back in 2015 
with the first grab bags received and trainings provided on the safety equipment for boat fishermen. 
New Zealand Government have contributed tremendously towards safety at sea which includes all 
relevant safety equipment’s including Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs,) trainings and awareness 
programs.  Canoe fishers also benefit from safety equipment as well with the aim to equip all canoe 
users with PLBs. Life Jackets to be worn by canoe users will potentially be regulated.  Also, with the 
launch of Water skills for life for primary school kids last week, teaching young kids how to swim and 
their safety out on the water.   This is done in collaboration with Niue and New Zealand Maritime 
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under Pacific Maritime Safety Programme (PMSP) I would like to acknowledge NZ Government for 
this much needed and on-going assistance. 
 
Shark Tagging – much appreciated assistance from Shark Pacific, National Geographic and in 
collaboration with Niue Ocean Wide (NOW) project in Tuna and Shark Tagging programme. The 
program is design to understand their behaviour and more importantly their swimming and 
migrating patterns from one area to another within our inshore and offshore local fishing grounds in 
particular on and around the FADs. This was initiated in responds to fisherman’s plea on shark 
depredation which was severely affecting fisherfolks.   

Issues and challenges:  
Data Collection.  Initial thoughts of data collection were revived around June this year and were 
slowly withdrawn from the training phase. This is due to one of Fisheries newly appointed staff 
dedicated for the role which unfortunately had to leave the island for one year medical treatment 
for a family member.  Discussions with SPC for training in this area for the 2 staff is still ongoing and 
trying to find the best way forward.  
 
Chair, with support from my Controlling Officer, I would like to request for some brief basic training 
on this trip on how to navigate and use this tablet accordingly so I can assist my Country with data 
collection. But most importantly on how to push data through electronically to SPC.  
 
Chair, I would like to take up this opportunity to acknowledge SPC and other Secretariats for your 
kind and continuous assistance towards Niue. In particular the works relating to seaweed project, 
sea safety, previous fishing methods extended to canoe fishermen that was held this year. 
Anticipating our next in country interaction for next year. 
 
Thank you Chair 
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