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Background

= NCD related disability and premature death is at a crisis point for the Pacific region.

= Approved an NCD Roadmap in 2014 and committed to take action

NCD ROADMAP

= Established MANA and developed MANA Dashboard to monitor Roadmap implementation i
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Progress: MANA Dashboards Completion (2017-2018)
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MANA Coordination Team first pre-filled the Dashboard using
publicly available information

Reviewed, amended and verified by a national NCD focal point
Endorsed by the Minister for Health or other appropriate signatory
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Progress: Leadership and Governance
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Progress: Tobacco Control

Description

Pacific Island Countries and Territories (N=21)
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Progress: Alcohol Control

Description Pacific Island countries and territories (N=21)
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Progress: Unhealthy Food and Drinks

Description

Pacific Island countries and territories (N=21)
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Progress: Taxation measures

Increased tax since Roadmap was endorsed (2015-2018) preliminary data
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Progress: Others

= Physical Activity: 14 PICTs have included physical activity as a compulsory component of the school
curriculum

= Enforcement: 14 PICTs have a government-level system in place to support enforcement of tobacco,
alcohol, food and/or betel-nut legislation

= Health System response:
= Most PICTs have national guidelines for NCD
= 15 PICTs have all essential NCD medicines included in the national list of essential medicines
= 15 PICTs have smoking cessation support
= Only 7 PICTs have restrictions on the marketing of breast milk substitutes, 6 PICTs have a Baby Friendly
Hospital, and 8 PICTs have legislation in place providing at least 12 weeks paid maternity leave

=  Monitoring:
= 16 PICTs have collected adult NCD risk factor prevalence data
= 14 PICTs have collected adolescent data in the last 5 years
= 11 PICTs have collected and reported data on child growth
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Key Challenges

Governance and leadership
= Functioning national multi-sectoral taskforce

Preventive policies/legislations
= Further raise taxes

= Tobacco industry interference, trans-fats in the food supply, alcohol advertising. restricting
marketing of unhealthy foods/drinks to children, and enforcement of policies and legislations

Health system response
= Resources to ensure that PEN (or equivalent) can be fully implemented

= Policy to address childhood obesity e.g. restricting marketing of breast milk substitutes, baby
friendly hospitals accreditation, and provision of breastfeeding facilities

Monitoring
= Systems for monitoring child growth

= QOperational research on impact assessment
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Recommendations

Recommendation for governments :

1. Ensure that PICTs have an up-to-date NCD strategic plan and priorities, with clearly defined indicators
and timelines

2. Commit to developing or maintaining an active multi-sectoral NCD taskforce

3. Endorse the MANA dashboard regional report ‘Status of Policy and Legislation in PICTs’(Annex)

4. Utilise the MANA dashboard nationally to prioritise key actions for the next year, particularly
considering common gaps in the region, such as controls on marketing of unhealthy foods and non-

alcoholic _beverages to children; restriction of trans-fat in the food supply; and tobacco industry

interference; and further raise taxes on unhealthy products in line with global recommendations.

Recommendations for development partners

1. Support PICTs with the development of preventive policies/legislations, implementation and
monitoring of national NCD action

2. Strengthen efforts to improve regional coordination, and enhance international collaboration and
networking opportunities for PICTs

3. Support operational research on impact assessment to strengthen evidence based NCD intervention
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