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2007 British Medical Journal: 
What is the greatest medical advance in the past 150 years?



Part 1:

Impacts
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Health



Relationship between national sanitation coverage and 

childhood deaths due to pneumonia and diarrhoea



Source: UNICEF / WHO / World 

Bank Group Levels and Trends 

in Child Malnutrition 2017



Stunting is NOT genetic!
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Faecal-oral exposure
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Environmental 
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Intestinal  worms

Poor WASH
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Poor child development 

and learning
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Stunting Impact on Cognitive Capacity of Children

Diffusion Weighted Imaging (derived from Magnetic Resonance Imaging)
Yingying Wang, Ph.D., Borjan Gagoski, Ph.D., Danielle Sliva, Ph.D., Meaghan Mauer, Ph.D.,  Nadine Gaab, Ph.D., & Charles A.  Nelson



Effectiveness  [%] of WASH Interventions 
to reduce diarrhea morbidity in children U-5
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Improved WASH has a proven impact on young child morbidity
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Defecation







Opportunities for WASH, Health and Nutrition Convergence

Policies, Strategies 

& Action Plans

Information systems

Monitoring & Evaluation

Delivery platforms
• Community
• Health Care Facilities
• Schools incl. Early 

Childhood Centers

three main entry points for multi-

sectoral approaches
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Scaling up WASH in Schools in Fiji through the 3-Star approach
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Advances of WASH in Schools in the Pacific

Pilot: KWIS
Scale: 32 schools on 4 outer islands 
Cost: USD 925,000 
(MFAT/UNICEF NZ)

Pilot: Reach for the Stars
Scale: 15 schools pre-TC Winston
67 TC Winston recovery
453 primary schools 1 Division
Cost: USD 1,690,000 
(Mariott/DFAT/UNICEF AU)

Pilot: SIBLE
Scale: 42 schools in 1 Province
Cost: USD 2,796,500 
(MFAT/UNICEF NZ)

Pilot: Van-WinS
Scale: 119 ECCE centers, 64 primary 
schools and 15 secondary schools on 3 
islands in 1 Province
Cost: USD 2,949,431 
(MFAT/UNICEF NZ)

Pilot: Chuuk
Scale: 10 schools in 1 State
Cost: USD 200,000 
(UNICEF/GIZ)
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1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services UNICEF, WHO 

3 APRIL 2019| GENEVA | NEW YORK – One in four health care facilities around the 

world lacks basic water services, impacting over 2 billion people, according to a new 

report by the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP). 

….

Global Report on WASH in Health Care Facilities

António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General

“Water, sanitation and hygiene services in health facilities are the most basic requirements of infection 

prevention and control, and of quality care. They are fundamental to respecting the dignity and human rights 

of every person who seeks health care and of health workers themselves.”

Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director

“When a baby is born in a health facility without adequate water, sanitation and hygiene, the risk of infection 

and death for both the mother and the baby is high. Every birth should be supported by a safe pair of hands, 

washed with soap and water, using sterile equipment, in a clean environment.”
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Facility Improvement Tool for WASH in Health Care Facilities
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WASH 

Safety
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Security





For more information, please contact:

Marc Overmars

Chief WASH  and Pacific WASH Cluster Coordinator

United Nations Children’s Fund

360 Victoria Parade

Suva, Fiji Islands

T: 679 3236117

E: movermars@unicef.org

W: www.unicefpacific.org

© United Nations Children’s Fund

April 2019

Cover photo © UNICEF/PACIFIC/M.Overmars













Typhoid in Fiji

Adapted from Kool et al. 2010
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Typhoid in Fiji



Source: UNICEF Global WASH Strategy, 2016-2030



Source: UNICEF Global WASH Strategy, 2016-2030
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