
   
 
 
 
For the 16 Days of Activism against Gender 
Violence campaign, we asked SPC directors 
and staff to share a few words on the 
importance of gender equality and the need 
to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women. Here is what they said: 
 
	

	
	

‘SPC	is	engaged	in	promoting	human	rights	and	further	strengthening	its	
partnerships	with	Pacific	Island	governments	and	civil	society	to	make	a	
difference	and	end	all	forms	of	discrimination	and	violence	against	women	
and	girls	in	all	their	diversity.’		
	
Neomai	Maravuakula,	Senior	Human	Rights	Advisor,	Regional	Rights	Resource	Team,	Pacific	
Community	
	
Violence	against	women	is	a	pervasive	violation	of	human	rights.	It	affects	women’s	ability	
to	effectively	contribute	in	their	families	and	communities.	In	addition,	women	survivors	of	
violence	face	challenges	in	being	able	to	access	justice	and	protection.	In	recent	years,	many	
Pacific	countries	and	territories	have	improved	their	domestic	violence	legislation.	However,	
while	the	legal	framework	is	now	established,	a	deeper	investment	is	needed	to	change	
mindsets,	attitudes	and	social	norms	that	condone	and	fuel	domestic	violence	–	in	particular,	
the	belief	that	women	are	responsible	for	the	violence	they	suffer,	and	that	men	are	justified	
in	using	violence	against	women.	It	is	also	vital	that	legislation	is	fully	implemented	and	
adequately	resourced	to	ensure	women	have	access	to	the	protections	and	services	to	which	
they	are	entitled	under	the	law.		
	
Violence	against	women	is	everyone’s	problem.	We	need	to	continue	to	work	together	to	
make	our	communities	and	countries	safe	for	women	and	children.	SPC	is	engaged	in	
promoting	human	rights	and	further	strengthening	its	partnerships	with	Pacific	Island	
governments	and	civil	society	to	make	a	difference	and	end	all	forms	of	discrimination	and	
violence	against	women	and	girls	in	all	their	diversity.			
 
The 16 days of activism campaign, which runs every year from 25 November – International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women – to 10 December – Human Rights Day – calls for the elimination of 
violence against women and invites everyone to take action against it. 

 
 


