
 

 

For the 16 Days of Activism against Gender 
Violence campaign, we asked SPC directors 
and staff to share a few words on the 
importance of gender equality and the need 
to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women. Here is what they said: 

 

‘Reclaiming	culture	for	women	is	imperative	if	we	are	to	collectively	
address	the	pervasive	violence	against	women	in	our	region.’		
	
Elise	Huffer,	Culture	Adviser,	Social	Development	Programme,	Pacific	Community	
	

Culture	in	the	Pacific	is	the	business	of	women	and	men,	but	too	often	women	are	its	unsung	
‘heroines’;	their	stories	and	achievements	buried	by	the	patriarchal	turn	of	societies	during	
colonial	times	and	silenced	by	the	accompanying	official	‘his/stories’.	Reclaiming	culture	for	
women	is	imperative	if	we	are	to	collectively	address	the	pervasive	violence	against	women	
in	our	region.	Violence	does	not	happen	in	a	vacuum;	it	is	influenced	by	culture,	society,	
politics	and	economics.	Culture	is	often	used	as	an	excuse	and	consequently	blamed	for	VAW,	
so	VAW	must	also	be	the	business	of	those	working	in	the	area	of	culture.	

So	how	can	the	culture	sector	resituate	women	at	the	centre	of	culture?	One	avenue	SPC	is	
working	on	is	the	development,	promotion	and	genuine	valorisation	of	the	cultural	industries	
–	a	sector	dominated	by	women,	many	of	whom	do	not	receive	formal	assistance	but	sustain	
family	livelihoods.	Another	is	to	support	research	and	storytelling	to	learn	more	about	
women’s	cultures	and	traditions,	and	the	important	roles	they	play	in	natural	resource	
management,	decision-making	and	social	development.	Finally,	the	Festival	of	Pacific	Arts	is	
a	privileged	time	of	showcasing	equality	between	women	and	men,	celebrating	everyone’s	
culture,	and	promoting	respect	for	women.	

It	must	be	our	role	to	ask	the	hard	question:	is	violence	against	women	really	acceptable	
culturally	in	the	Pacific?	In	most	places	and	for	most	people,	the	answer	would	be	a	
resounding	no,	and	yet	VAW	is	persistent,	pervasive	and	has	become	a	norm	rather	than	an	
exception.		

	

The 16 days of activism campaign, which runs every year from 25 November – International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women – to 10 December – Human Rights Day – calls for the elimination of 
violence against women and invites everyone to take action against it. 

	


