
 

 

 

For the 16 Days of Activism against Gender 
Violence campaign, we asked SPC directors 
and staff to share a few words on the 
importance of gender equality and the need 
to eliminate all forms of violence against 
women. Here is what they said: 

	

“Domestic	violence	is	a	critical	determinant	of	health,	and	all	involved	in	
the	health	sector	need	to	recognize	it	and	act	on	it”.			

Dr	Paula	Vivili,	Director,	Public	Health	Division,	SPC	
	

Physical	or	sexual	violence	against	women	and	girls	is	a	public	health	concern	and	needs	to	
be	systematically	addressed.	Besides	the	injuries,	violence	has	long-lasting	impacts	on	the	
physical	and	mental	health	of	women	and	children.	Every	day,	many	women	in	the	Pacific	
suffer	injuries	by	an	intimate	partner.	The	recent	family	health	and	safety	survey	conducted	
in	Fiji	in	2014,	showed	that	every	day	a	woman	is	permanently	disabled	by	domestic	abuse.		

Domestic	violence	is	a	critical	determinant	of	health,	and	all	involved	in	the	health	sector	
need	to	recognize	it	and	act	on	it.	It	has	many	ramifications,	including	non-communicable	
diseases,	as	the	long-term	effects	may	include	eating	disorders	and	alcohol	and	substance	
abuse.		

Our	health	professionals	need	to	develop	a	sensitive	approach	to	health	care	that	supports	
and	shows	consideration	to	victims	of	violence,	and	provide	quality	emergency	and	long-
term	care	for	survivors,	who	are	not	just	‘another	patient’.	We	also	need	to	put	in	place	
standard	operating	procedures	and	help	the	victims	to	seek	help	to	protect	themselves	and	
improve	their	situation.	

Today	is	also	World	AIDS	day,	which	is	an	opportunity	to	reflect	on	the	fight	against	this	
devastating	disease,	as	well	as	its	intrinsic	links	with	violence	against	women.	Violence	
increases	women’s	vulnerability	to	HIV	and	AIDS	and	vice	versa.	Therefore,	our	efforts	to	
promote	health	in	the	Pacific	Island	region	must	include	the	promotion	of	women’s	sexual	
and	reproductive	health	and	rights.			

SPC	stands	ready	to	work	with	our	member	countries	and	territories	to	improve	our	
collective	capacity	to	address	this	public	health	issue	ravaging	our	region.			

The 16 days of activism campaign, which runs every year from 25 November – International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women – to 10 December – Human Rights Day – calls for the elimination of 
violence against women and invites everyone to take action against it.	


